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Rationale»—Education is a process of growth and is subject to laws 
which are similar to those which govern the activities of living matter* 
The individual is constantly changing. He is never static. Thus devel¬ 
opment is a continuous process. At some points the current is rapid; at 
others the processes move so slowly as to appear entirely stable. But 
below the visible surface unseen processes are going on—processes that 
issue later in altered ideas, in new skills and changed beliefs» 
What is true of education as it occurs in an individual is true also 
of the institutions it calls into being. A teaching method that becomes 
fixed into a pattern of unchanging repetition tends to lose its power to 
stimulate mental activity in students. An unchanging curriculum surren¬ 
ders its intimacy with knowledge, which is a growing thing. 
"Growth and development should be our fundamental consideration when 
thinking of educational movements. This fact applies to individuals and 
to social and national groups or civilization as a whole." 
"It is only by knowing the past that we understand the present, for 
the present is merely one phase of a development which has been under 
way continuously since human history began»” 
"History reveals the weaknesses, strengths, accoraplishnents, and 
achievements of a group and thereby serves as a guide for blue-printing 
the future»w ^ 
_ ~ 
E. Wallis and C. Wallis, Our Social World (New York: Macmillan 
Company, 1940), p. 128 
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It is important that alert citizens have a thorough knowledge of the 
development of their schools, if such groups have aims which it seeks to 
attain. A knowledge of that development would serve to give emphasis to 
the procedures, practices, ideals and tradition; and thereby serves as a 
guide for stimulating the future course of action. 
Evolution of the Problem .--When it became necessary for the writer to 
select a problem for the conduct of the research with which to satisty 
the requirement for a Master* s degree frcm the School of Education, 
Atlanta University, she deemed it wise to decide upon a problem which 
would be of personal interest to her; and one which she could readily 
carry on in her own school environment during the 1958-1959 school year* 
The recent development of educational facilities for Negroes in Early 
County, Georgia from the previous meager provisions to the present pro¬ 
mising ones appeared to be a problem of research which would be not only 
interesting but worthwhile to the people of Early County, Georgia. 
Therefore, the writer has developed this subject as a research problem* 
A Historical Study of the Growth and Development of Negro Education in 
Early County, Georgia During the Period of 1937-1957* 
Contribution to Educational Thought and Practice.—The more practical 
and fruitful contribution to educational thought and practice which might 
stem from the findings of this study are (a) for the first time there will 
under one cover~be a complete narration of the development of Negro 
Education in Early County, Georgia for the period 1937-1957 ; (b) the 
findings of this study should serve to identify, at least, quantita¬ 
tively, the adequacies and inadequacies of the present educational 
arrangement for Negroes in Early County, Georgia; and (c) the research 
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will not only add to literature on Negro education in Georgia, but will 
serve as a frame-of-reference for any future research dealing with Negro 
education in Georgia. 
Statement of the Problem.—The problem involved in this study is The 
Growth and Development of Negro Education in Early County, Georgia during 
the period of 1937-1957. 
The purpose is to describe the growth and development of Negro educa¬ 
tion in Early County, Georgia, from 1937-1957. It will include the pro¬ 
gressive steps that have been taken in the structure and organization of 
education to meet the needs in the community} and the evaluation of the 
techniques that have been utilized to determine how effectively the educa¬ 
tional needs are being met. 
Limitation and Scope of the Study.—This study has been concerned 
with the period of 1937-1957. This period was chosen because it marks 
the occurrences of the largest number of significant events in The 
Development of Negro Education in Early County, Georgia. Unfortunately 
there are many gaps in the data pertaining to the development of Negro 
education in Early County, Georgia because records and reports were not 
continuously kept from year to year. 
Purpose of the Study.—The major purpose of this study was to give an 
account of the development of Negro Education in Early County, Georgia, 
1937-1957. 
The specific purposes of this research was to formulate answers to 
the following questions: 
1. What were the curriculum offerings of the Negro schools in 
Early County, Georgia during the period of 1937-1957? 
2 
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• i/Vhat has been the number and status of the educational personnel 
employed in Early County, Georgia during the period of 1937-1957? 
3* Who were the individuals of importance in the development of educa¬ 
tional opportunities for Negroes in the Early County Schools during 
this period of 1937-1957? 
4. What were the problems of school transportation in Early County, 
Georgia during this period of 1937-1957? 
5. What were the problems of the consolidation of Negro schools in 
Early County, Georgia during the period of 1937-1957? 
6* Wfhat has been the enrollment of the Negro schools of Early County 
during the period of 1937-1957? 
7* What progress has been made by the graduates or former students of 
the Early County, Georgia schools. 
8. What is the future outlook for the Negro schools of Early County, 
Georgia? 
9. What are the implications for educational practice to be derived 
from the interpretation of the data of this study? 
Definition of Terms.—The significant terms which were used in this 
study are defined according to "A Dictionary of Education.” 
1. "Superintendent of Schools" - A chief executive and advisory 
officer charged with the direction of schools in a local 
school administrative unit as in a district, town, or town¬ 
ship, or in a comity or state. 
2. "Teacher" - A person employed in an official capacity fertile 
purpose of giving instruction to pupils, or students in an 
educational institution whether public or private. Such a 
person may be distinguished as a regular, part-time, special 
or substitute teacher. 
3. "Transportation" - The movement of school children from home to 
school and return by means of a conveyance of whatever sort, 
usually a bus. 
4. "Pupil" - One attending a kindergarten or school of elementary 
or secondary level and studying under the relatively close 
supervison and tutelage of a teacher. 
. "Curriculum" - A systematic group of courses or sequence of subjects 
required for graduation or certification in a major field of 
study, or a body of prescribed educative experiences under 
5 
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supervision designed to provide an individual with the best 
possible training and experience to fit him for the society 
of which he is a part, or qualify him for a trade or profession# 
6* "School District" - The entire number of pupils who have been 
enrolled at any time during the period for which enrollment is 
being reported# 
7# "School" - A building or unit of buildings together with the 
pupil personnel, equipment and facilities engaged in educa¬ 
tional procedures and teaching staff personnel# 
8# " School System" - An aggregate of educational institutions 
organized under the constitution of the State Department of 
Education and usually referred to as public schools to dis¬ 
tinguish them from private institutions of learning# 
9# "School Term" - (Minimum) The shorter period during which in 
public schools of a state or other administrative unit may 
remain in session under the provision of the law. 
10# "School Census" - An enumeration and collection of data pre¬ 
scribed by law in most cases, conducted to determine a cer¬ 
tain age (school age) residing in a given district, and to 
secure information such as date of birth, name of parents, 
and occupation of parents# 
11# "Consolidated School" - A large school which has been made 
possible by the merger of two or more smaller units. 
12# "Opinion" - Expressed or non-expressed ideas, with their 
accompanying emotioned coloring which to any degree moti¬ 
vates the type of reaction of individuals to a problem. 
Locale and Research Design#—The locale of this study was Early County, 
Georgia, which is situated in the southwest section of the state# Early 
County was created in 1818 and named for Governor Peter Early and the 
county celebrated its 140th birthday in December of 1958# Early County 
is predominantly agricultural, and produces more peanuts than any other 
peanut producing county in the nation# They rank first in value of all 
crops grown in this county. In addition to peanuts, other agricultural 
products grown are cotton, corn, cucumbers and other vegetables for truck 
fanning• 
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All in all, agriculture and its related industries in Early County 
produce a yearly income estimated in excess of 9 million dollars# 
Blakely, the County Seat is situated in the center of the county. It 
is fourteen miles east of the Chattahoochee River on U. S. Highway 27; 85 
miles south of Columbus, Georgia; 83 miles north of Tallahassee, Florida; 
32 miles east of Dothan, Alabama; 52 miles west of Albany, Georgia. 
Blakely is the center of all activities and due to the far sightedness of 
its citizens it is one of Southwest Georgia’s most progressive towns, and 
an important trade center. 
Blakely, the county seat of Early County, was founded in 1826 and 
was named to honor Captain Johnston Blakely, U. S. Navy. One of the 
great heroes of the war of 1812, who in September 1814 with his ship the 
U. S. Sloop^Yasp" and entire orew disappeared at sea. The disappearance 
of which remains as complete a mystery as when it occurred one hundred 
forty-three years ago. 
The weekly Early County News, for more than 98 years, Early County’s 
exponent of news and progress, is a modem newspaper keeping the citizens 
well informed. Alvan T. and W. Hoyle Fleming are the editors, owners and 
publishers of this paper, which has been under the present family owner¬ 
ship since 1868# 
One of the biggest developments in this area in the past eight years 
has been Kolomoki State Park, which contains some of the most unusual 
Indian Mounds in the Southwest. Following excavations of two mounds, 
museums were built to display the findings. 
Blakely boasts of the only Confederate Flagpole now standing. A 
marker was recently placed at the base of the flagpole, noting that it 
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was erected May 16, 1861, just 32 days after the firing of the gun. This 
relic of the stormy sixties stands on the northeast corner of the Court 
Square, 
1 
As revealed by data compiled by the United States Census Bureau the 
following statistical facts were pertinent to Early County, It has a 
total population of 17,413 persons; 52,9 per cent of this number are 
Negroes. The urban population is 2,814 persons and the rural farm popula¬ 
tion 11,365 persons. There are 3,885 families. 
Period of Study.—This research was conducted throughout the school 
year of 1958-1959. 
Method of Research.—A combination ofthe Descriptive-Survey and 
Historical methods of research, employing the specific techniques of 
official records and reports, minutes of school-community organizations, 
and interviews were used to gather the data for this study. 
Method of Procedure.—The data necessary for this study were gathered, 
organized, interpreted and presented through the following procedural 
steps: 
1. The Superintendent of Early County Schools,was asked permission 
to carry out this study. 
2. Principals and teachers of the Negro Schools were asked to coope¬ 
rate in the conduct of this study. 
3. A survey of official records of the Superintendent of Schools, 
with specific reference to the data on Negro Education was made. 
The area of school data which were examined are: (a) educational 
1 
A Statistical Abstract Supplement. County and City Data Book. 
U. S. Census Bureau, Washington: 1952# 
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personnel, (b) important personalities concerned with development of the 
school (c) school plants and facilities, (d) curricular organization and 
levels and (e) extra-curricular activities. 
Description of Subjects»—The subjects involved in this research 
included the followings (a) the total educational personnel employed in 
the Negro schools of Early County, Georgia, 1937-1957, (b) the total pupil- 
personnel of the Negro schools of Early County, Georgia, 1937-1957, and 
(c) individual and groups of citizens identified with the educational 
program of the Negro schools of Early County, Georgia, 1937-1957. 
Description of Instruments.—The instruments used to gather the neces¬ 
sary data for this research were as follows: (a) the official records and 
reports on file in the office of the Superintendent of schools of Early 
County for the period of this study, (b) the minutes of the Board of 
Education of Early County, Georgia, wherever these were available to the 
researcher, (c) the minutes of the P. T. A. organization and other civic 
organizations which have participated in the development of schools for 
Negroes in Early County, Georgia, and (d) interviews with key-individuals 
of Early County, Georgia who are competent to supplement and/or iUbstaa- 
tiate the data procedured from the other sources. 
Survey of Related Literature.—The review of the literature pertinent 
to this research project has been divided into the following areas and will 
be treated in the order as listed to follow: (a) School Organization, (b) 
Plant Facilities and Transportation, (c) Educational Status of Teachers, 
(d) Financial Support of Schools, (e) School Legislation, (f) School 
Census, Enrollment and Attendance, (g) Lay Interests and Participation. 
The above indicated literature was reviewed for the following purposes: 
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(a) To acquaint the writer and the reader with educational development of 
this study, and (b) To give background of appreciation for this study» 
School Organization»--The literature reviewed under the caption 
School Organization gives the points of view of authorities as follows in 
the paragraphs below» 
Gwynn, describes the conoept basic to the elementary school, thuslys 
The elementary school has been considered traditionally as the 
school of the three "R*s", where the children are supposed to 
receive the fundamentals of education. People formerly thought that 
all the basic formal education which all children were supposed to 
need and to get for carrying on in life included in its grades. 
This main reason for calling the elementary school the "common 
school" until fifty years ago»l 
This conception of the elementary school of fundamental processes 
has not altered radically, even with the coming of rapid changes in 
social, economic, and political life. The elementary school level 
embraces in effect those material skills and knowledges which the £ 
public as a whole considers it essential for every child to acquire. 
Further Gwynn, sees the objectives of the school to be: 
The public believes also that the child should develop 
desirable attitudes, ideals and social contacts with other 
children during his experience in the elementary school. It 
is in regards to the development of desirable attitudes, ideals, 
social contacts, group living, and individual growth that the 
elementary school has broadened most of its curriculun within 
the last few years» * 
Further still, Gwynn sees the elementary school as beooming a "child- 
centered school, and points out: 
Instead of changes in the function of the elementary school, 
one finds changes in methods which are rapidly making it become a 
Minor J. Gwynn, Curriculum Principles and Social Trends (New York: 





child centered school* Instead of drill and rote learning in 
fundamental subjects, it is discovered that the elementary school 
is effectively accomplishing the same purposes through a new 
approach to teaching namely, the approach through the child and 
the group*and pupil-teacher relationship* 
The child has a limitless opportunity for real living in a 
child's community, for the development of social responsibili¬ 
ties and attitudes for living life actually as it should be 
among his contemporaries, and for learning how to adjust him¬ 
self to outside influences, adults, activities and situations* 
Briggs points to the function of the secondary school thusly: 
The primary function of the secondary school was to main¬ 
tain and imporve the democratic state. The school thus serves 
as the chief institution of society for the development of men 
and women who have the knowledge, the skill, and the disposition 
to work for good democracy* As such its function is primary 
social, but the results of its endeavors are revealed in the 
character and the abilities of the boys and girls who pursue its 
program to completion. If the school is to discharge its obligations 
to the state and to its citizens, it must clearly see through every 
means possible to achieve the goals for which it was established*^ 
Briggs suggests the re-direction of the objectives and practices 
of the secondary school: 
If the modern secondary school is to meet the needs of 
society today we must immediately study is practices. We 
should restate its objectives, discover the needs of youth, 
build sequences of learning in the common areas and problems 
of life and provide enriched experiences and opportunities 
for boys and girls in all other curriculum areas* * 
1 
Minor J. Gwynn, op* cit«, p. 24* 
2 
Paul J. Leonard and others, Developing the Secondary School 
Curriculum (New York: Ginn and Company, 1946), pp. 541-550* 
3 
Ibid. * p* 552. 
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Plant Facilities and Transportation*—Schools have come to recognize 
that their major purpose is not the teaching of subject matter alone, but 
the all around development of the individual from the physical, mental, 
Bocial and emotional point of view. It is also believed that the culti¬ 
vation of each child’s special abilities, interests and ambitions is 
equally important* 
William S. Gray states: 
These based on respect for personality and broad understanding 
of the role of the individual in a democratic society. They have 
been accelerated recently as a result of studies of the character¬ 
istics and needs of the individual, the course of their development 
and the condition which learning takes place most effectively* ^ 
Smith, in her study of "The Development of the Georgia Public 
School System," reveals the following significant facts concerning the 
transportation of children in the state of Georgia* 
Smith states that: 
...in 1821 the laws governing transportation in Georgia 
indicated that the Board of Education had no authority whatever 
in the matter of transportation. However, the transportation for 
white children began in 1910 and there were no records of the 
transportation of Negro children until 1927 which followed 
through until 1938. The number of Negro children transported 
during the period 1927-1938 was 2,789* * 
Her study also showed from 1946-1950, 84,095 Negro children trans- 
g 
ported in the Negro schools of the state of Georgia* 
William S. Gray, "Social and Educational Changes," ed. N. B. Henry, 
The Library of General Education, Forty-Second Yearbook of the National 
Society for the Study of Education, Part II (Chicago: 1943), pp* 20-21* 
2 
Elizabeth C. Smith, "A Study of the Development of the Georgia Public 
School System, 1900-1950" (unpublished Masters thesis, School of 
Education, Atlanta University, 1950), pp. 23-24, 
SIbid. 
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Featherstone points out that: 
• .«as an outgrowth of the recently held National Conference 
on School Transportation, there will be a new National Standard 
for school bus construction and school bus-driver training*... 
There are certain advantages of school ownership of school buses 
over private ownership. 
Under school ownership of school buses, routes can be changed 
without consulting contractors, and buses can be used in the instruc¬ 
tional program as directed by school authorities, drivers can be 
employed and supervised.by school authorities, and the whole program 
is directly controlled. 
Monroe makes the following significant statement in regard to pupil 
transportation: 
The expenditure of the public funds for school transportation 
was first legalized in 1869 in Massachusetts. Ohio is given credit 
for several firsts in school transportation because of its early 
development in the northeast corner»... 
Schools are generally located so that a substantial portion of 
the children reside conveniently close to the buildings, but there 
are many pupils, especially in rural areas, who must travel long 
distances to reach schools...as a partial solution to this problem, 
authorities made a determined effort to establish schools, however, 
small and weak, in all areas close to the homes of the children. 
Later, this decentralization process was reversed and school officials 
since 1920 have?seen great advantage in transporting pupils to 
larger schools. 
Educational Status of Teachers*—The literature in the area of 
Educational Status of Teachers is treated from the point of view of the 
authorities to follow: 
1 
Glen E. Featherstone, “Transportation of Pupils a Growing Problem,” 
School Life, XXXI (January, 1949), 4-5* 
2 
Walter S. Monroe, "Extra-Curricular Activities," Encyclopedia of 
Educational Research (New York: Random House and Western Printing 
Company, 1950), p. 424* 
13 
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According to Bond, 
The Negro teacher is the center of the problem of giving an 
education to the Negro children. 
The success of any program of selection will depend upon the 
cooperation of public school authorities with teacher training 
officials. No crop of teachers in training can be expected to 
subject themselves to the rigor of a strenuous scholastic dis¬ 
cipline unless theregare appropriate rewards for the employment 
of their faculties. 
Bond believes that: 
The social background of Negro children show an almost 
unvarying pattern of difficulties in the way of decent physical 
and personal growth. These factors work along with inferior 
educational advantages to reduce the enrollment of the Negro 
children in school and to make attendance uncertain. ® 
Carter, in a Study of Negro Education in East Baton Rouge Parish, 
Louisiana, found: "Negro Education has made slow but steady progress in 
all of the Southern states. The greatest handicaps of Negro education in 
the early period was the lack of school buildings, lack of qualified 
"4 
teachers, lack of equipment, and the lack of an enriched curriculum. 
The status of teachers in the public schools has been a subject of 
much concern. 
Smith’s study revealed that the status of teachers in Georgia is 
1 
Horace Mann Bond, The Education of the Negro in the Social Order 
(New York: Prentice Hall, 1934), p. 282. 




Doretha Ellis Carter, "A Study of Negro Public Education in East 
Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana, 1861-1951" (unpublished Master’s thesis, 
School of Education, Atlanta University, Atlanta, Georgia, 1951), p. 85. 
g 
Elizabeth Cook Smith, "A Study of the Development of the Georgia 
Public School System, 1900-1950" (unpublished Master's thesis, School 
of Education, Atlanta University, 1956), pp. 28-29. 
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characterized by a number of legislative acts. Some of the most influx 
ential ones are as follows: 
A law was passed in 1937 setting up a system of certifi¬ 
cation for teachers which is fixed by the State Department of 
Education annually. 
The law of 1937 provided for a State Board of Education 
of eleven members, one from each congressional district, the 
State Superintendent of Schools and the governor. 
In 1937 the free textbook lav; was passed. 
In 1938 the school matching fund was made available in 
Georgia schools for the purpose of purchasing library materials. 
In 1945 the Assembly passed a new and modern compulsory attendance 
law. 1 
Training of Teacher Personnel.— According to Bent and Kroenberg: 
In any school system the training of teacher personnel is very 
important. The majority of Secondary school teachers now have four 
years of training, or the equivalent, beyond the high school. There 
are definite tendencies to require four years at least beyond high 
school for all teachers, and a growing tendency to increase to five 
years or more. 
Caliver, in his implications of educational advancement,believes: 
The source of supply of Negro graduates and professional stu¬ 
dents is growing at an accelerating rate. This is indicated by 
the r apid increase in high school and college enrollment and 
graduation. The accelerating increase of the ratio of enrollment 
in each succeeding grade level to the previous grade and level indi¬ 
cates the strengthening of motivation and determination to preserve 
toward the achievement of intellectual goals, which are qualifica¬ 
tions required for success in graduate and professional study. The 
increase in the number of Negroes having larger amounts of schooling 
provides an atmosphere that is conducive to intellectual pursuits. 
The educational process involved in this educational advance calls 
for the ever increasing number of persons trained on the graduate 
and professional levels. The rising educational level of Negroes 
make them better trained and qualified for their jobs. 
1 
SnLth, op. cit. 
2 
Rudyard K. Bent and Henry H. Kroenberg, Principles of Secondary 
Education (New York: McGraw Hill Book Company, 1949;,' p. 605. 
g 
Ambrose Caliver, Education of Negro Leaders (Washington: United 
States Government Priht'ing Office, Bulletin îioT”3, 1949), p. 26. 
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The Jeanes Teacher»—The Jeanes Teacher has become an outstanding 
person in the field of education. 
Fields believes that: 
...back of the development of the supervisory program of 
Jeanes teaching in Georgia is the financial aid and interest 
of philantrhopic trusts, together with the support of state 
and local governments and other related agencies. 
Fields also states that: 
Today Jeanes teachers are found in many parts of the world 
where the education of Negroes is concerned. Professional super¬ 
vision of schools has long been recognized by school leaders 
throughout the United States as one of the most, if not the most, 
important agency for improving public school instruction and for 
keeping teachers in touch with newly developed methods and data. 
The program of supervision as carried on by the Jeanes teachers g 
constitutes a significant segment of the American public schools. 
Financing the Public Schools.—Financing the public schools is one 
of the major problems of the state. Several agencies have given 
financial support to public schools, namely: 
The Julius Rosenwald Fund.-The Julius Rosenwald Fund came into 
being October 30, 1917. This fund is largely responsible for a large 
number of Negro school buildings in Georgia. In that it made grants 
for buildings providing that the Negro raised an amount either in 
money or donated labor. The Rosenwald Fund contributed toward the 
various phases of Negro education .... 
The Peabody Fund.-The Peabody Fund began its donations in 1871, 
for growth and development of public schools; to supply scholarships; 
and to establish institutions in the South. It furnished to Georgia 
in all $94,000 between 1871 and 1877. 4 
Irma Session Fields, "An Analytical Stu<fy of the Origin and 
Development of the Supervisory Program of Jeanes Teachers in Georgia" 
(unpublished Masters thesis, School of Education, Atlanta University, 
1953), p. 1. 
2Ibid. 
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The General Education Board»-The General Education Board was 
organized by John D. Rockefeller, January 15, 1902 for the purpose 
of promoting education within the United States, without distinc¬ 
tion of race, color, creed or sex. The General Education Board 
has given financial assistance to Negroes in Georgia in such areas 
as building, transportation, teacher training institutions, voca¬ 
tional education, libraries. The General Education Board helps to 
finance the Negro Division of Education in the State Department of 
Education by an annual appropriation of $3,500# ^ 
The Anna T. Jeanes Fund#-Ihe Anna T. Jeanes Fund set aside 
$1007000 in the South. The Jeanes Fund has been used to pay part 
of the salary of Jeanes Teachers. There were 88 Jeanes Supervisors, 
located in 91 counties in Georgia in 1946. The Jeanes Fund donated 
$9,000 to Georgia in 1930-1931; and$L0,425 in 1931-1932.2 
The Minimum Foundation Program.#-»The Minimum Foundation Program 
enacted by the General Assembly in 1949, is likely to go a long way 
in raising the level of education in Georgia, by providing for every 
person attending the public schools in the state: 
a) A competent teacher 
b) A decent classroom 
c) An adequate supply of textbooks and other aids 
d) Safe transportation if he lives beyond reasonable distance 
e) A minimum school year of 180 days. 6 
School Legislation#—In 1949 the General Assembly passed legislation 
permissive in nature, authorizing the expenditure of public school funds 
for the support of a twelve-year program of education. Other legislative 
acts are interpreted in the following paragraphs, as they influenced 
Negro Education in Georgia, hence Early County, Georgia in general# 
The Biennium ending June 30, 1952 was a period of transition 
for the Negro public schools in Georgia in the following major 
areas: 
l) The Transition from an Eleven to a Twelve Year Program. 
Following the state approved criteria local committees, with the 
1 
Cook Smith,op. cit., p. 149# 
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help of consultants from the Negro colleges and the State Départaient 
of Education, have planned cooperatively to develop a program to 
meet the needs in the local systems. A new perspective of the school 
program has been grained by the lay and professional people who had 
a share in the planning of the program. For the students it means an 
expanded, and an enriched program of education. 
2) The Transition from a Seven Months School Program to the 
Minimum Foundation Program. July 1, 1937 the public schools in 
Georgia moved from a local school program to a state plan which sought 
to provide certain educational opportunities for children in every 
system. 
The school term of 1950-1951 terminated the Seven Months School 
Program and the 1951-52 term marked the initiation of the Minimum 
Foundation Program. Among the specific gains in Negro education 
under the Minimum Foundation Program are: 
a) All schools are required by law to be in operation for 180 
days. 
b) All differentials based upon race alone are eliminated at 
the state level in the allotment of funds for the number of teachers, 
salary schedule, transportation, capital outlay, current operation, 
textbooks and library books. 
c) A reduction in pupil-teacher ratio on both the high school 
and elementary school level. 
d) An upgrading in the level of qualified teachers by holding 
the best prepared and attracting those professionally qualified 
among recent graduates from Georgia and neighboring states. 
e) The expansion of the extended school program. 
f) The Transition from Small to Large Attendance Areas. 1 
In order for a system to qualify for state capital outlay funds 
it is necessary to have an approved survey of school plant needs. 
With the help of consultants from Negro colleges and the State 
Department of Education the local survey committees have produced 
reports on: 
a) the school program, both existing and what is desired 
b) the school population, its location and the facilities 
needed to house the program desired. 
Survey Report Committees have been invited into the systems to 
study the re-establishment of permanent school centers at which 
capital outlay fluids could be expended. Boards of Education have 
voted acceptance of the recommendations of the survey of the 
Reviewing Committees on the reorganization of Attendance areas for 
Negro schools with only a few minor exceptions*^ 
Annual Reports of the Department of Education to the General Assembly 
of the State or Georgia (Atlanta: State Department of Education, 1952)* 
2 
Annual Reports...op. cit., p. 84-85* 
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Some other legislative acts provided certain policies regarding 
dating of teachers certificates were passed and these laws had a grave 
influence on Negro education in Georgia# Some of these policies are set 
forth in the paragraphs to follow. 
The law requires that teachers, principals, supervisors and 
all other professionals employed by local school systems shall 
hold State Certificates showing preparation for the service per¬ 
formed and that each teacher shall be paid on the basis of this 
certificate. It is recommended that this provision of the law 
become fully effective September 1, 1952 
It is the responsibility of the superintendent to keep a 
complete and up to date record of the current certificates of all 
the teachers and other professional employees in his system and 
to requisition salaries only on the basis of valid certificates 
held.2 
A teacher’s salary for the entire year will be based upon the 
certificate which he holds or is entitled to hold, on September 
1, or the first day of his school term, s 
The superintendent should, by January 1, have received and 
recorded the current certificates of all teachers who began work 
before December 1, and should request at the latest on the 
January requisition. The current certificate of all teachers 
who began work after December 1 should be required by the superin¬ 
tendent within thirty days after employment. No adjustment in 
salary will be made after June 15.^- 
The system superintendent should notify the Division of 
Administration and Finance of the State Department of Education 
on or before June 1, of every teacher in his system who plans to 
attend summer school or to raise his teaching certificate the 
following summer,5 
State Department of Education, Division of Certification (Atlanta, 






Ibid», p. 85. 
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School Census» Enrollment and Attendance«--The literature on school 
census, enrollment and attendance was taken, for the most part from 
reports from the State Department of Education, and is interpreted in 
the paragraphs to follow. 
Georgia took a long step toward making its educational program 
effective when the 1945 General Assembly passed a new, modern com¬ 
pulsory school attendance law. This new law authroized city and 
county boards of education to employ visiting teachers to enforce 
this act. The chief functions of visiting teachers are to investi¬ 
gate cases of unlawful school absences, study carefully the courses 
of such absences, consult with parents and teachers in helping to 
eliminate the causes of nonattendance, and to coordinate the efforts 
of schools, home, welfare agencies in discovering and diagnosing 
problems relating to irregular attendance and in finding solutions 
for these maladjustments. ^ 
Requirements of the new modern school attendance law are very 
simple. All children between their 7th and 16th birthday must 
enroll and attend a public or a private school every day the school 
is in session. The pupils who graduate from high school prior to 
their 16th birthday are exucsed from attendance. Children who are 
physically and mentally incompetent are also excused from attendance. 
Sickness and death in the family or providential causes and are legal 
excuses for temporary absences. Poverty of parents and isolation of 
the home are not acceptable excuses. Today at least 12 years of 
schooling is an inalienable right of Georgia children, nine of which 
are compulsory under the law.^ 
The National Education Association, Research Division, estimated in 
a special report in March, 1953, that "...the 1953-1954 enrollment in pub¬ 
lic elementary schools would be 23,105,000; in grades 9 through 12; 
6,061,000, a total for all public schools of 29,166,000." ® 
1 
Eightieth and Eighty-First Annual Reports of the Department of 
Education to the General Assembly of tVie State of Georgia, 1952'. 
2Ibid, 
^National Education Association, Research Division, *The Outlook for 
School Enrollment" (United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of 
Census: The Association, October, 1951), p. 15. 
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Lay Interest and Participation»—The points of view of the authori¬ 
ties on lay interest and participation are cited in the paragraphs below* 
Baldwin and Osborne believe that: 
The growing unity between home and school has been developed 
largely by understanding leadership. Security in childhood depends 
upon home and school working together. It would not be in keeping 
with a philosophy which holds that education is the full develop¬ 
ment of the whole child to deny the child the right to have the best 
possible understanding of his full self of which his school life is 
only a part. The only way to fulfill this need is through the co¬ 
operation of all the agencies that affect the child's life in any 
way*1 
Hayes has this assertion to make: 
The broad aim of the parenirteacher movement is to develop 
among homes, schools, churches and other community institutions 
and agencies a type of cooperation that will help to preserve and 
perfect the American way of life. Each generation of children 
must be provided with an environment suitable for its highest 
development* physical, mental, social and spiritual. The combined 
vision, faith, resourcefulness and experience of parents, teachers, 
and friends of youth brought together in the parent-teacher assoc¬ 
iation, form a powerful implement of community service in thousands 
of districts in America. 
The parent-teacher association has an immediate function: 
offering a medium through which the philosophy and program of 
learning of the most enlightened homes and philosophy and program 
of learning of the most dependable school may become available 
to all the people in the community• It unites the two greatest 
forces in education, homes and schools, that they may cope suc¬ 
cessfully with the third major influence in a child's life, the 
community*^ 
Summary of Related Literature.—The related literature pertaining 
more directly to the immediate problem of this research has been cited 
in previous statements and is summarized below in the paragraphs to 
Sara E. Baldwin and Ernest G. Osborne, Home-School Relations (New 
York: Progressive Education Association, 1935), p. 32* 
2 
Ibid., p* 33* 
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follow. 
The trend in school buildings is towards one-story structures. The 
facilities are of the modern type that give comfort to the child along 
■with a cheerful atmosphere. 
The curricular offerings have not changed very much during the years. 
The basic courses are still centered around the three "R1s” accompanied 
by certain courses set up by the local unit. The curriculum has remained 
more static in the senior high school than at any other level in public 
education. 
There are several patterns of organization for the American public 
school, namely: 8-4 plans, 6-3-3 plan, 6-6 plan, and K-7-5 or K-8-4 
plan. 
Socio-economic factors that influenced the increase in the school 
population were births, interned migration, World War II, changes in 
population, and changes in income. 
Progress of the Negro in education has been greatly facilitated by 
his eagerness to get ahead. Factors that contributed most to the develop¬ 
ment of Negro and white education was the Sixteenth Section Land Grants 
and philanthropic agencies. Other contributing factors to Negro educa¬ 
tion were bills passed by the State and Federal governments. 
Lack of school buildings during the early periods of the development 
of Negro education and poor school houses were found to be the greatest 
deterrent in the development of educational progress in Alabama. Factors 
hindering the progress of Negro education were the early laws passed by 
the legislatures. 
Other significant findings in the related literature which were found 
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pertinent to the problem inherent in this research are set forth in the 
separate paragraphs to follow* 
The various factors of the socio-economic background and status 
of teachers appear to have a very definite impact upon the quality of 
service rendered by them although these factors have not been statisti¬ 
cally proved for their separate significances* 
The historical setting of early education for Negroes was found to be 
a gradual and slow process with many handicaps. Some of the major prob¬ 
lems considered during the development of education were: lack of school 
buildings, lack of qualified teachers, lack of equipment and lack of an 
enriched program. 
Factors that have influenced the origin and growth of Negro education 
are: legislative enactment by the various states; the Julius Rosenwald 
Fund, Peabody Fund, the Anna T. Jeanes Fund# The Negro's eagerness to 
help develop the educational system has also been an important factor. 
The enrollment has been on the increase; the increase in school 
enrollment is the product of many forces, namely: births, internal migra¬ 
tion, World War II, changes in population and income. 
The acadanic training of teachers in the public schools has improved 
steadily through the years. 
The various factors of the socio-economic background and status of 
teachers appears to have a very definite impact upon the quality of 
service rendered by them, although these factors have not been statisti¬ 
cally proved for their separate significances. 
Gray stated that schools have come to recognize that their major 
purpose is not the teaching of subject matter alone, but the development 
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of the individual from the mental, physical, social and emotional point- 
of-view# 
Bond stated that the Negro teacher is the center of the problem of 
giving an education to Negro children. 
Carter, in speaking of the progress of Negro education, stated that 
education has made slow but steady progress in all the Southern states* 
Bent and Kroenberg affirm that in any school system the training of 
teacher personnel is very important* 
Caliver, in his implications of educational advancement stated, that 
the sources of supply of Negro graduates and professional students are 
growing at an accelerating rate* 
CHAPTER II 
PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA 
Introductory Statement «--The data pertinent to this research have 
been divided into categories indicated below, each of which is marked 
by sane significant change or influence on the Educational Program of 






Enumeration of Sites and Plants 
Negro Population of Early County 
Resident Births for Early County 
Enrollment and Attendance 
Socio-Economic Factors Influencing Enrollment and Attendance 
Transportation 
Educational Status of Teachers 
Status of the Graduates of Early County Schools 
Lay Interest and Participation 
Pioneers in Educational Advancement 
Parent-Teacher Association 
Youth Organizations 
Historical Background,—During the early period of 1937-1949 the 
research reveals that there was a maximum of 39 schools in Early County, 
Georgia, ^ The schools had their beginnings in churches. The Negro school 
plants have been improved and consolidated from 39 meagre schools to 
1 
Annual and Biennual Reports, op. cit. 
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three modern structures» The length of the school term was extended 
to 180 teaching days. 
School Organization»—According to this research, the findings reveal 
that there have been a maximum of thirty-nine schools in Early County, 
mostly one-and two-teacher schools. The buildings that were used were 
frame buildings. Some were churches, lodge halls and dwelling houses. The 
lighting, heating and seating facilities were poor. Wood was used for 
heating the buildings. Benches made by the local people and pews in the 
churches were used for seating. Water for drinking was secured from 
nearby wells, hand pumps and sometimes from springs, as is stated further 
in this study. 
The schools for the most part were rural. Thirty-five of them were 
one-and two-teacher rural schools: three were small rural secondary schools 
one was a secondary school in a small town. Of the thirty-five small 
schools, sixteen were conducted in churches. A step forward in the matter 
of school organization for Early County Schools, was when the number of 
schools was reducted from thirty-nine to fourteen. They were Allen Chapel, 
Carver High, Cross Road, Early County Training, Ebenezer, Friendship, 
Jerusalem, Kestler High, Pleasant Hill, Saint Maryland, Timmons, Victory, 
Washington High and Zion Watch. The schools ranged from one to fifteen 
teachers. The buildings ranged from one to thirteen classrooms of which 
nearly all were sub-standard. 
Of the fourteen schools, three were combination elementary and high 
schools with grades one to eleven; three were consolidated elementary 
schools with grades one to seven. There were two-two teacher schools 
and six one-teacher schools with grades one to seven. Of the three schools 
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offering high school courses, one had fifteen teachers, one fourteen 
teachers, and one six teachers. 
There were three homemaking departments in the county and two voca¬ 
tional agricultural departments all being inadequate. 
In the three high schools there were offices for the principals. 
These spaces were too small and possessed insufficient equipment for 
, V 1 
maximum administration* (See maps, Figures, 1, 2, pp, 27, 28.) 
Curriculum Offerings,—fhe curriculum offerings from 1937 to 1957 
were improved in comparison to the limited offerings of the previous 
years. The curriculum offerings are categorized under two headings, 
namely: the 1937-1946 and the 1947-1957 period, respectively, 
1937-1946 Period,—The curriculum offerings during 1937-1946 are 
indicated below. 
Primary grades (l-3).- Reading writing, spelling, health, number 
work. 
Grades (4-5-S-7)«-Reading, spelling, English, arithmetic, health and 
geography. 
High School.-The curriculum offerings were very limited during this 
period. The offerings were: English, history, geometry, general science, 
Home Economics and Vocational Agriculture. 
1947-1957 Period.-During the period of 1947-1957 there was great 
improvement in the curriculun offerings. From the beginning of this 
period there was continuous broadening of the curriculum. The curriculum 
1 
Annual and Biannual Reports, op. cit. 
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Early County, Georgia Negro Public Schools, 1941-42 
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Figure 1« Early County, Georgia Negro Schools, 1941-42 
^Files of Annual and Biennial Report 
28 
1 






Figure 2* Three Schools, 1954 after Consolidation 
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English Counseling Typing World History 
Activity Period Health,Physical 
Education Civics 
American History Geometry Health 
Chemistry 
Algebra Physics Foods Clothing 
Mathematics General Science Library Service Family Life 
Biology French Industrial Arts Agriculture 
Elementary Grades 
Mathematics Reading Music Geography 
Science History Social Science 
English Health Number Work Art Activitiei 
Physical Education 
Writing Spelling 
Activity Period Health and Physical Education 
was developed according to the schedule shown in Table 1 above. 
During the Activity and Physical Education periods such extra¬ 
activities as band, chorus, créatives, and club activities including 
New Farmers of America, New Homemakers of America, safety patrol, literary 
club, and athletics, were carried on. * 
^Reports» County School Superintendent, Negro School Principals. 
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Extra-Curricular Activities, 1952-1955»—During the year 1952-1953 
great strides were made in providing activities for youth through the 
educational program* Competitive sports were limited to participation 
by only a small per cent of the high school enrollment, A staff of 
health and physical education instructors developed an intramural program 
of basketball and track, thus providing citizenship training and recrea¬ 
tional activities for the youthand the community. During the basketball 
season the team played, thirty-two games, traveling to sixteen different 
communities. 
During the month of April and May the track team participated at 
Albany State College in the Regional track meet, and at Tuskegee 
Institute in the Southern Invitational Track Meet* 
The Music and Dramatic Departments made noteworthy contributions 
in the Regional Activity Program, which included participants from seven¬ 
teen counties in South and Southwest Georgia, The program provided an 
opportunity for participation at both the elementary and secondary levels. 
Enumeration of Sites and Plants,—The data outlined for each of the 
39 schools for Regroes in Early County, Georgia, 1937-1947, are presented 
below under each of the respective school captions, 
Allen Chapel 
Site: 
1, Location: poor 
2, Size: one acre 
3, Building: one classroom 
Exterior: 
1, Exterior: rough and decaying weatherboard 
2, Interior: partly ceiled and unpainted 
3, Common stoves without jackets 
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4» No artificial lighting 
5. No "water supply 
6, Surface toilet 
7# Poor seating 
Carver High 
Site: 
1* Location: inaccessible, near a pond, one "way entrance through 
gate 
2, Size: three acres 
3. Condition: unimproved and in need of landscaping 
Building: one small main building with a barracks annex. One 
small vocational building, three outdoor pit toilets 
1. Exterior structure: weatherboarding 
2. Interior: painted 
3. Common type stove 
4. Drop cord electric lights 
5. Water supply: electric pump 
6» Seating: ranged from excellent to poor 
7« No library but some books provided 
8* No lunchroom 
9* Small assembly room (also used for classroom) 
Cross Road 
Site: 
1. Location: fair, near road but protected by fence 
2. One acre in size 
3* Condition: needed landscaping 
Building: one small classroom 
1. Exterior structure: painted 
2. Water supply: open well 
3. Common stove 
4. Nè artificial lighting 
Early County Training 
Site: 
Data from: Superintendent’s Reports, Principals’ Reports, Local 
Survey Reports, Newspaper files, Early County News. 
1* Location: good 
2, Acerages five 
5, Condition: needs draining 
Building: One main building, one abandoned building (Vocational), 
one teacherage 
1* Exterior: main building in fair condition, painted 
2, Interior: painted 
3, Common type of stove 
4, Drop cord electric lights 
5, Water supply: pitcher pump 
6, Two pit toilets 
7* Combination assembly classroom 
8, Few library books but no provided room 
Ebenezer 
Site: 
1» Location: good 
2, Size: one acre 
Building: One building of two rooms 
1* Exterior: needs painting 
2. Common stove 
3. Interior: needs painting 
4. ‘Water supply from spring 
5. Surface toilet 
Friendship 
Site: 
1* Location: fair 
2* Size: one acre 
Building: one building with two small rooms 
Jerusalem 
Site: 
1, Location: poor, too close to road 
2, Size: one acre 1 
1 
Reports, op, cit. 
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3, Conditions needs landscaping 
Buildings one building, in a church 
1* Exteriors fair 
2. Interiors fair 
3. Common stove 
4. Drop cord electric lights 
5. Water supplys open well 
6» Poor seatings no desks 
7, Surface toilets 
Kestler High 
Sites 
1. Locations Good 
2. Sizes three acres 
3. Conditions needs landscaping 
Buildingss one block building with six roans, one temporary 
barracks building, small one story building, three 
pit toilets 
1. Exteriors fair, block building good 
2, Interiors fair 
3* Common type stove 
4* Water supplys from a pump (electric), ext, door paid for by 
the county 
5. Electric lightss drop cord lighting, insufficient 
6. Librarys a classroom 
7• No lunchroom 
8* One small assembly room where two classes are held 
Pleasant Hill 
Sites 
1* Locations Good 
2* Sizes two acres 
3» Conditions poor 
Buildings one building with four rooms 
1, Exteriors weatherboarding 
2, Interiors painted 
3, Common stoves 1 
1 
Reports, op. cit. 
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4. Drop cord electric lights 
5* Water supply» a pitcher punp 
6. Toilets» two pit toilets 
7. Large classroom used for assembly room 
8. No library: some books provided 
St, Maryland 
Site: 
1. Location: poor 
2. Size: three acres 
3. Condition: needs landscaping 
Building: one building, three rooms 
1. Exterior: in need of repair 
2. Interior: needs painting 
3. Common type stove 
4. Water supply: none on ground 




2. Size: Ten acres 
3. Condition of grounds: fair 
Building: one building, four rooms, with two classrooms 
1. Exterior: good 
2. Interior: needed painting 
3. Common stoves 
4. Drop cord with electric lights 
5. Y/ater supply: no pump, water is brought from neighbor’s home 
6. Surface toilets: one 
7* Chalkboards: none 
8» Combination classroom assembly room 




Reports, op, cit. 
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1. Location: fair 
2. Acreage: one 
Building: church used as school building 
1. Exterior: fair 
2. Interior: fair 
3. Common stoves 
4. Tfater supply: Water is brought from nearby homes 
5. Surface toilets 1 
Washington High 
Sites 
1* Location: fair 
2. Acreage: three 
3. Condition: poor 
Building: one temporary elementary building of six classrooms. One 
vocational building, one shop, two classrooms with three 
classes being taught there. Old lunch room for classroom. 
One room used for office. 
Exterior: fair to poor 
1. Common stoves 
2. Water supply: good 
3. Electric drop cord lights 
4. Pit toilets 
Zion Watch 
Site: 
1. Location: fair 
2. Size: one acre 
3. Condition: fair 
Building: 
1. Exterior: unpainted 
2. Interior: fair 
3. Common type stoves 
4. Pit toilets 
1 
Reports, op. cit. 
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5* Water supply: open well 
Description of the Schools (1950-1951) «—Around 1950 the program of 
school consolidation had decreased the number of Negro schools to four¬ 
teen (14), At this point a terse description of the physical facilities 
is presented below, 
Allen Chapel,—The building had two rooms. The dimensions were less 
than 500 feet (square). There were two teachers and 46 pupils. 
Carver High,—There were two buildings, a main building and a 
Vocational building. The main building had six rooms, all less than 
500 square feet in size. 
The vocational building had two classrooms and a shop,and the rooms 
were less than 500 square feet, in size. There were 6 teachers and 2 
veteran teachers and the enrollment was 248 pupils. 
Cross Road,—This was a one room building. The dimensions were less 
than 500 square feet. There was one teacher and 38 pupils. 
Ebenezer,—This was a two room building and the dimensions less than 
500 square feet. There was one teacher and 26 pupils. 
Early County Training.—This school had three buildings, one main 
building, one vocational building and a teachers’ cottage. The main 
building had 4 rooms and two cloak rooms built on the Rosenwald plan. 
The dimensions of these 4 rooms were more than 500 square feet. The 
vocational building had two rooms and a shop. The two rooms were less 
than 500 square feet. The shop was more than 500 square feet. ^ 
1 
Reports, op. cit. 
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St. Maryland»—This mas a three room building on the Rosenwald plan* 
Two of the rooms were more than 500 square feet, and one was less than 
500 square feet. There was one teacher and 31 pupils. 
FriendshipThis was a two room building. The rooms were less than 
500 square feet in size. There was one teacher and 56 pupils. 
Jerusalem*—This building was a church. No partitions were provided. 
There were two teachers and 83 pupils* 
Kestler High*—There were three buildings on the campus. One was a 
six room block building, with five of the rooms over 500 square feet in 
size, and one less than 500 square feet* Another building was a barracks 
building. All the rooms in the barracks building were less than 500 square 
feet in size. There were 646 pupils and 15 teachers* 
Pleasant Hill.—This was a four room building, all the rooms were 
500 square feet in size. There were three teachers and 174 pupils. 
Timmons*—-This was a church. There was one teacher and 51 pupils. 
Victory*—This was a four room building, built from a barracks build¬ 
ing. The rooms were less than 500 square feet in size* There were three 
teachers and 169 pupils. 
Washington High*—There were five buildings on the campus and two 
classrooms maintained off the campus: namely, the elementary building 
with 6 rooms, 500 or less square feet in size, and the vocational build¬ 
ing with 3 rooms, two over 500 square feet, and one less than 500 square 
feet in size. The office, the old lunch room, and the old shop were all 
less than 500 square feet in size. There were 14 teachers and 500 pupils, 
Zion Watch*—This was a two room building. The rooms were less than 
than 500 feet in size. There was one teacher and 39 pupils. ^ 
The fourteen previous schools were consolidated in the following manner 
1 
Reports, op« cit. 
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Carver, Cross Road, Allen Chapel, Early County Training Schools» 
Kestler and Timmons, 
Washington, Victory, Ebeneaer, Jerusalem, St, Maryland, Zion Watch# 
Pleasant Hill and Friendship, 
This period was characterized by such developments as increase in 
salaries, number of teachers employed, enrollment and grade levels; 
although very little was done in respect to building facilities. 
In spite of disadvantages, Early County Negroes pressed forward and 
took advantage of the limited facilities provided as reflected in the 
increase in the average daily attendance. (See Table 4, 1pp. 42,43,44.) 
The physical plants and facilities were nearly the same with the 
exception of a few changes: 
(1) One building had been painted and a new roof put on. 
(2) Six room building built from war surplus barracks. 
The Period of 1951-1952.—Curing this period there were six Negro 
schools, three were elementary consolidated schools and three were high 
schools. The fourteen previous schools were consolidated in the manner 
as described in the paragraphs to follow# 
In October, 1952, every person friendly to education was eagerly 
looking forward to a building program in Early County, Georgia which would 
offer every boy and girl an opportunity to attend a good school, well- 
equipped and well staffed# 
Early County was one of the first counties to be selected for the new 
Annual and Biennual Reports, Office of the Superintendent, Early 
County, Georgia, 
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building program to begin. Three school sites -were selected* two 
elementary schools and one combination elementary and high school. (See 
maps, Figures 1, 2, pp« 27, 28)*^ However, high school subjects are 
still being taught in one of the new elementary schools. 
The schools are: Washington High and Elementary, Carver Elementary 
and Kestler Elementary. It was during the period beginning in 1954 that 
the greatest improvements were realized for Negro education in Early 
County, Georgia. During this year the Negro children were housed in 
three newly constructed modern brick structures with better facilities 
included: a larger staff of teachersj these improved facilities included 
the advantages of lunchrooms, better classroom and better lighting faci¬ 
lities; better heating facilities and a safer playground area. 
Negro Population of Early County»—The total Negro population from 
1900 through 1950, by ten year intervals, according to reports of the 
2 
United States Census Bureau shows the following trends: 
1900 8,965 1930 9,737 
1910 11,273 1940 9,614 
1920 11,090 1950 9,931 
*t is noted that there is a 25 per cent increase in population between 
1900 and 1910. This is due partly to a migration from different seotions 
of the state, because of the fertile soil of Early Coirnty. The data on 
Negro population trends is shown in Table 2, page 40* 
Early County showed a sharp decrease of 12.2 per cent in population 
between 1920 and 1930 because of similar complications that began 
^Annual and Biennual Reports, Op. cit. 
2 
United States Census Reports, 1900-1950* 
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TABLE 2 
NEGRO POPULATION TRANDS OF EARLY COUNTY, GEORGIA, 1900-1950 
Number of Inhabitants Per Cent of Change * 
~ 1900 1920 1930 1940 
Years 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1910 1930 1940 I960 
Negroes 8,965 11,273 11,090 9,737 9,614 9,931+ 2.57 12.2 1.3 3.3 
* An approximation based on average from previous census, 
during 1910 to 1920, excluding ’World War I. 
In the period between 1930 and 1940 the per cent of decrease was 1.3, 
This small decrease was probably due to the national depression and the 
New Deal Program. 
In the period between 1940-1950, Table 2 shows an increase of 3.3 
per cent in the population. This increase is due to a higher birth rate 
and more marriages. During this period World War II brought about a 
"Back to the Farm Program." 
Resident Births for Early County, Georgia (Birth Index, 1900-1950)•-- 
The data in Table 3, page 41, present a total picture of the resident 
births in Early County from 1900 to 1950. A study of Table 3 shows that 
over a period of fourteen years there is a slight increase in the birth 
rate for this period. 
Enrollment and Attendance.—A study of the trends in enrollment and 
average daily attendance during the period 1937-1957 show that the 
enrollment has fluctuated between 2784 and 2346. The data on enrollment, 










a 1935 273 100 
b 1936 282 101.0 
c 1937 282 100.0 
d 1938 286 98.6 
e 1939 277 10.25 
f 1940 241 114.5 
g 1941 257 94.5 
h 1942 292 88.0 
i 1943 265 110.2 
1 1944 307 86.3 
k 1945 297 103.4 
1 1946 326 91.1 
m 1947 349 93.4 
n 1948 375 93.1 
o 1949 320 117.2 
Early County, Georgia, from 1937 to 1957, are shown in Table 4, pages 42 
through 44* 
Enrollment in the Schools of Early County, Georgia, 1958-1950*—It is 
noticeable that there is a sharp decrease in the elementary enrollment but 
a considerable increase in the high school enrollment. The data in Table 4 
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TABLE 4 
TRENDS IN ENROLLMENT, AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE AND PER CENT OF ATTENDANCE BY SCHOOLS, EARLY COUNTY, GEORGIA, 1938-1939:1949-1950 
School Enr . 
1938-1939 
Per Ct. 
A.D.A. Attend* Enr. 
1939- 

















Allen Chapel 38 32 83 59 49 71 54 39 72 68 58 85 67 55 82 
Arlington Voc. Hi. Not in County at this time 
Bandcroft 63 43 65 60 45 75 44 40 91 47 40 85 47 37 79 
Bright Star 74 42 56 59 44 74 56 42 75 82 65 79 86 59 69 
Carver High 110 99 87 147 96 65 158 123 78 145 121 83 160 140 88 
Cross Road 37 33 89 30 20 66 44 29 66 34 30 88 39 30 77 
Old Damascus 51 33 65 42 39 93 48 40 83 48 44 92 44 31 70 
Early Co. Training 152 138 91 162 112 69 145 102 70 146 128 88 150 134 89 
Ebenezer 54 31 57 61 49 80 59 40 67 76 47 62 63 59 94 
Friendship 53 28 53 38 23 60 42 28 66 50 30 60 63 58 85 
Good Hope 35 23 66 31 28 90 25 23 92 15 13 87 15 13 87 
Hartley Giff 57 34 60 57 30 53 71 48 67 60 46 77 55 46 83 
Hayes 52 47 90 59 51 86 60 49 82 54 47 87 54 46 85 
Jerusalem 109 91 83 113 82 72 73 84 90 85 73 86 89 79 89 
Kestler 114 90 79 121 97 80 120 98 82 119 91 75 132 116 88 
Kiokee 31 30 97 55 39 71 62 49 79 54 48 89 54 50 93 
Macedonia 30 20 66 50 39 66 54 34 63 44 25 57 44 41 93 
Mt. Meigh 59 48 81 60 42 70 56 50 89 53 50 94 56 47 86 
Mt. Zion 94 71 75 79 54 68 69 54 78 76 62 81 73 63 86 
Oak Grove 57 31 54 48 35 73 55 47 87 37 32 86 39 32 82 
Plattsville 91 81 104 87 83 101 69 82 56 68 81 77 70 69 82 
Piney Grove 37 20 54 50 37 74 47 41 87 32 30 94 32 23 72 
Pleasant Grove 71 65 91 64 48 75 65 62 95 69 46 65 63 49 78 
Pleasant Hill 66 59 89 88 69 78 75 50 67 69 47 68 60 49 82 
Prospect 100 70 70 113 89 79 83 57 68 104 73 70 82 62 76 
Salem 66 51 77 52 32 61 59 37 63 47 27 57 47 34 72 
Sardis 40 28 70 40 36 90 49 30 61 43 27 63 38 27 71 
Shiloh 30 20 66 38 25 66 23 20 87 27 20 74 33 26 79 
St. John 93 81 87 82 73 80 77 62 80 45 39 87 47 41 87 
St. Maryland 114 90 79 109 83 91 67 73 95 73 77 89 64 71 76 
Timmons 87 72 83 69 47 68 70 58 83 71 58 82 72 62 86 
Truevine 30 20 67 30 36 83 40 27 67 40 37 92 40 36 90 
Union Hill 121 86 71 76 91 73 80 88 24 89 89 74 83 94 74 
Victory Not in County at this time 
Washington High 361 247 68 360 271 75 367 272 74 413 317 76 457 439 96 
Zion Hill 68 35 51 55 31 56 50 30 60 28 26 73 35 25 71 
Zion Hope 74 69 93 83 59 71 63 53 84 62 48 77 72 55 76 
Zion Watch 68 48 70 67 51 76 75 56 75 58 50 86 67 48 72 
Liberty Not in County at this time 
25 53 43 35 78 Deal 40 32 80 39 37 95 52 42 81 77 
Killerney Not in County at this time 
Ransome 22 14 64 Discontinued 
Olive Grove 11 10 91 Taken over by Calhoun County 
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TABLE 4 (CONTINUED) 





Enr. A • D» A• Attend. Enr. A«D«A« Attend. Enr. A#D eA # Attend, 
Allen Chapel 68 63 93 51 48 94 54 42 78 
Arlington Vocational High Not in County at this time 
Bancroft 46 39 85 40 38 93 45 38 85 
Bright Star 65 56 86 53 50 94 55 47 84 
Carver High 123 100 81 136 124 91 135 100 74 
Cross Road 34 32 91 34 32 96 34 32 96 
Old Damascus 52 39 75 37 30 81 53 36 68 
Early County Training 124 108 86 102 92 90 112 92 82 
Ebenezer 53 44 83 51 32 63 35 19 54 
Friendship 45 36 80 59 55 93 55 45 82 
Good Hope 20 13 87 20 18 90 23 18 78 
Hartley Giff 53 38 72 43 28 65 52 32 58 
Hayes 36 32 87 31 24 67 14 12 86 
Jerusalem 80 71 87 81 73 87 81 63 75 
Kestler 111 101 91 105 93 89 156 120 77 
Kiokee 58 53 91 55 53 95 48 43 87 
Macedonia 34 30 91 35 31 87 37 22 59 
Mt. Meigh 52 46 87 54 44 90 51 41 80 
Mt. Zion 56 53 95 69 55 80 53 40 76 
Oak Grove 47 45 94 53 35 66 53 35 66 
Plattsville 81 60 74 75 60 80 75 51 60 
Piney Grove 53 48 88 49 45 90 41 38 92 
Pleasant Grove 61 46 75 60 51 77 50 38 70 
Pleasant Hill 65 58 89 47 34 72 27 24 89 
Prospect 89 73 81 89 63 67 76 59 77 
Salem 47 27 57 49 46 92 44 40 83 
Sardis 30 27 85 24 20 79 25 16 64 
Shiloh 30 22 73 17 14 82 26 20 77 
St. John 37 33 85 37 34 89 35 26 64 
St. Maryland 95 50 53 59 54 69 67 43 64 
Timmons 79 74 95 71 53 75 70 51 72 
Truevine 38 35 92 55 47 86 54 48 82 
Union Hill 53 47 84 60 55 92 77 55 71 
Victory 46 42 90 45 36 80 46 37 74 
Washington High 353 309 87 297 229 82 382 252 66 
Zion Hill 40 29 69 35 29 76 32 26 81 
Zion Hope 49 44 89 43 40 92 49 44 89 
Zion Watch 64 56 87 63 58 95 57 51 87 
Liberty 25 24 95 37 28 78 38 21 58 
Beal 36 34 92 25 21 84 Consolidated 
Killerney 
Ransome 
28 21 75 
Olive Grove 
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Allen Chapel 57 42 74 67 53 79 82 64 78 76 57 75 
Arlington Vocational High 28 3 224 80 230 228 81 339 218 64 Taken . over by Cal- 
houn County 
Bandcroft 55 34 62 Consolidated 
Bright S^ar 60 36 50 51 34 67 43 28 65 Consolidated 
Carver High 178 137 70 185 150 81 185 155 84 221 174 79 
Cross Road 34 29 85 32 22 69 35 24 69 50 32 64 
Old Damascus 47 33 70 Consolidated 
Early County Training 119 103 86 246 199 81 237 161 68 172 129 75 
Ebenezer 31 26 84 31 28 90 32 18 56 33 20 61 
Friendship 80 54 66 90 67 76 81 54 67 51 26 52 
Good Hope 17 14 82 Consolidated 
Hartley Giff 53 36 68 Consolidated 
Hayes 22 16 73 Consolidated 
Jerusalem 87 54 62 87 57 65 87 60 70 98 61 62 
Kestler 133 100 75 312 234 75 379 293 70 572 433 76 
Kiokee 44 36 82 44 27 61 41 26 63 Consolidated 
Macedonia 42 22 52 53 21 64 
Mt. Meigh 44 39 88 34 27 79 35 28 80 Consolidated 
Mt. Zion 55 37 65 47 38 81 54 40 74 75 48 64 
Oak Grove 60 40 65 42 30 71 54 31 67 Consolidated 
Plattsville 76 47 62 Consolidated 
Piney Grove 50 28 56 Consolidated 
Pleasant Grove 42 24 57 47 26 55 Consolidated 
Pleasant Hill 85 48 56 60 39 65 176 130 74 209 141 67 
Prospect 65 37 57 67 25 37 56 36 64 Consolidated 
Salem 42 29 69 Consolidated 
Sardis 33 21 61 30 23 77 Consolidated 
Shiloh 29 19 65 29 18 62 Consolidated 
St. John 30 20 67 Consolidated 
St. Maryland 63 41 65 70 37 53 54 28 52 60 38 63 
Timmons 63 38 56 65 36 55 45 22 44 50 26 52 
Truevine 64 40 63 Consolidated 
Union Hill 56 40 72 Consolidated 
Victory 43 40 91 84 64 76 141 118 77 148 114 71 
Washington High 371 243 65 456 301 65 448 308 69 625 428 69 
Zion Hill 54 28 52 66 33 50 Consolidated 
Zion Hope 43 33 77 49 29 59 41 26 63 Consolidated 




Ransome Grove Discontinued 
Olive Grove Taken over by Calhoun County 
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show that the elementary enrollment of Negro pupils in 1937-1938 was 
2528 as compared with 3032 in 1957* The average enrollment for the 
Negro pupils was 22,657 for the entire period. There was neither a con¬ 
stant increase nor a constant decrease for the entire period. With a 
peek enrollment of 3400 in 1951-1952; and a low enrollment of 2050 in 
1953-1954, there is shown a consistency with the data in Table 4, which 
reveals the enrollment of Negro pupils. 
The data are analyzed separately by years in the discussions to 
follow below. 
1938- 1939.-The enrollment for the year ranged from a low of 11 in 
the Olive Grove School to a high of 361 in the Yfashington High School. 
The larger enrollments for the year were: Early County Training School, 
152, Union Hill 121, Kestler and St. Maryland 114, Carver High 113, 
Jerusalem 109, and Prospect 100. The smaller enrollments for the year 
were: Ransane Grove, 22 Macedonia 30, Kiokee 31, Allen Chapel 38, Good 
Hope 36, and Deal 40. The enrollment of the remaining schools fell within 
the range of 41 to 99. 
1939- 1940.-The enrollment for the year ranged from a low of 30 in 
the Cross Road School to a high of 360 in the Washington High School.The 
larger enrollments for the year were: Early County Training 162, Carver 
High 147, Kestler 121, Jerusalem 113, Prospect 113, St. Maryland 109 and 
Plattsville 104. 
The smaller enrollments for the year were: Truevine 36, Shiloh 38, 
Deal 39, Sardis 40, Old Damascus 42, Macedonia 50, and Kiokee 55. The 
remainder of the schools fell within the range of 57 to 94. 
1940- 1941.-The enrollment for the year ranged from a low of 23 in 
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the Shiloh School to a high of 367 in the Washington High School. The 
larger enrollments for the year were: Carver High 158, Early County 
Training 145, Kestler 120, Plattsville 100, St. Maryland and Union Hill 
91, Prospect 83# The smaller enrollments for the year were: Good Hope 25, 
Truevine 40, Friendship and Deal 42, Union Hill and Cross Road 44, and 
Old Damascus 48, Piney Grove 47# 
The enrollments for the remainder of the schools fell within the 
range of 48 to 77 pupils. 
1941- 1942.-The enrollment for the year ranged from a low of 15 in the 
Good Hope School to a high of 413 in the Washington High School. The 
larger enrollments for the year were: Early County Training 146, Carver 
145, Kestler 119, Prospect 104, St. Maryland 95, Union 88, Jerusalem 85, 
Plattsville and Bright Star 82* 
The smaller enrollments for the year were: Shiloh 27, Zion Hill 28, 
Cross Road 34, Oak Grove 37, Macedonia 44, Bandcroft and Deal 47. The 
enrollments for the remainder of the schools fell within the range of 48 
to 76 pupils. 
1942- 1943.-'■'•'he enrollment for the year ranged from a low of 15 in 
the Good Hope School to a high of 439 in the Washington High School. The 
larger enrollments for the year were: Carver 160, Early County Training 
150, St. Maryland and Union 89, Bright Star 86, Prospect 82, Plattsville 
81, and Zion 73# The smaller enrollments for the year were: Piney Grove 
32, Shiloh 33, Zion Hill 36, Sardis 38, Cross Road 39, Deal 43, Old Damasojs 
and Macedonia 44, Bandcroft and Salem 47# The enrollments for the remain¬ 
der of the schools fell within the range of 47 to 72 pupils. 
1943- 1944.-The enrollment for the year ranged from a low of 20 in 
the Good Hope School to a high of 353 in the Washington High School. The 
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larger enrollments for the year -were: Early County Training 124, Carver 
123, Kestler 111, St Maryland 95, Prospect 89, Jerusalem 80, Timmons 79* 
The smaller enrollments for the year were: Liberty 25, Salem and Sardis 30, 
Shiloh 33, Macedonia and Cross Road 44, Friendship 36, Truevine and Deal 
38 and Zion Hill 40, The enrollments for the remainder of the schools fell 
within the range of 46 to 68 pupils, 
1944- 1945,-The enrollments for the year ranged from a low of 17 in 
the Shiloh School to a high of 297 in the Washington High School. The 
larger enrollments for the year were: Carver 136, Kestler 105, Early County 
Training 102, Prospect 89, Jerusalem 81» Plattsville 75, Timmons 71, The 
smaller enrollments for the year were: Good Hope 20, Sardis 24, Hayes 31, 
Cross Road and Deal 34, Macedonia 35, St. John 37. The enrollments for 
the remainder of the schools fell within the range of 43 to 69 pupils. 
1945- 1946,-The enrollments for the year ranged from a low of 14 in 
the Hayes School to a high of 382 in the Washington High School. The 
larger enrollments were: Kestler 156, Carver 135, Victory 77, Jerusalem 
81, Prospect 76, Plattsville 75, Timmons 71 and St. Maryland 67, 
The smaller enrollments for the year were: Good Hope 23, Sardis and 
Killerney 25, Pleasant Hill 27, St. John 35, Piney Grove 41. The enroll¬ 
ments for the remainder of the schools fell within the range of 46 to 67 
pupils. 
1946- 1947.-The enrollments for the year ranged from a low of 17 in 
the Good Hope School to a high of 371 in the Washington High School. The 
larger enrollments for the year were: Arlington Vocational 283, Carver 
178, Kestler 133, Early County Training 119, Pleasant Hill 85, Plattsville 
76 and Prospect 65. The smaller enrollments for the year were: Hayes 22, 
Shiloh 29, Ebenezer 31, Sardis 33, Cross Road 34, Kokee and Mt. Meigh 44. 
The enrollments for the remainder of the schools fell within the range of 
54 to 64 pupils. 
1947- 1948.-The enrollments for the year ranged from alow of 29 in 
the Shiloh School to a high of 448 in the Washington High School. The 
larger enrollments for the year were: Kestler 312, Early County Training 
246, Arlington Vocational 250, Carver 185, Friedship 90, Jerusalem 87, 
and Victory 84. The smaller enrollments for the year were Shiloh 29, 
Sardis 30, Ebenezer 31, Cross Hoad 32, Macedonia 33, Mit. Meigh 34,Kiokee 
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forty-four and Mt. Zion 47. The enrollments for the remainder of the 
schools fell -within the range of 49 to 70 pupils» 
1948- 1949.«The enrollments for the year ranged from a low of 32 in 
the Ebenezer school to a high of 448 in the Washington High School» The 
larger enrollments for the year were: Kestler 379, Arlington Vocational 
339, Early County Training 237, Pleasant Hill 176, Carver High 185,Victory 
141, Jerusalem 87, Friendship 81, Allen Chapel 82. The smaller enrollments 
for the year were: Ebenezer 32, Cross Road and Mt. Meigh 35, Kiokee 41, 
Bright Star 43, Timmons 45, Zion Hill 41, 
The enrollments for the remainder of the schools fell within the range 
of 54 to 60 pupils» 
1949- 1950«-The enrollments for the year ranged from a low of 26 in 
the Ebenezer School to a high of 646 in the Kestler School. The larger 
enrollments for the year were: 580 in the Viashington High School, 258 in 
the Carver School, 167 in the Victory School, and 164 in the Early County 
training School, The enrollments in the remainder of the schools fell 
within the range of 31 to 83 pupils» 
Average Daily Attendance in the Schools of Early County, Georgia, 
1938-1950.—The data on average daily attendance in the thirty-nine Negro 
schools of Early County, Georgia are presented in Table 4, pages 42, 43 and 
44» These data are analyzed separately by years in the discussions below, 
1958-1939.-The average daily attendance for the year ranged frcm a 
low of 10 in the Olive Grove School to a high of 247 in the Washington 
High School, The larger indices of average daily attendance for the year 
were: Early County Training 138, Carver 99, Jerusalem 91, Kestler 90, St» 
John and Plattsville 81 and Prospect 70. The smaller indices of average 
daily attendance for the year were: Ransome 14} Macedonia, Piney Grove and 
Truevine 20, Good Hope 23, Sardis 28, Ebenezer and Oak Grove 31, Allen 
Chapel and Liberty 32, 
The indices of average daily attendance for the remainder of the 
schools fell within the range of 35 to 71 pupils daily. 
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1959-1940»-The average daily attendance for the year ranged from a 
low of 20 in the Cross Road School to a high of 271 in the Washington 
E-igh School. The larger indices of average daily attendance were: 
Early County Training 112, Kestler 97, Carver 96, Prospect 89, Plattsville 
87, St. Maryland 83, Jerusalem 82, St. John 73 and Union 71» 
The smaller indices of average daily attendance for the year were: 
Friendship 23, Shiloh 25, Good Hope 28, Truevine, and Hartley 30, Zion 
Hill 31, Salem 32, Oak Grove 35, Sardis 36 and Deal and Piney Grove 37» 
The indices of average daily attendance for the remainder of the schools 
fell within the range of 39 to 71 pupils» 
1940- 1941.-The average daily attendance for the year ranged frcm a 
low of 20 in the Shiloh School to a high of 272 in the Washington High 
School. The larger indices of average daily attendance for the year were.* 
Carver 123, Early County Training 102, Kestler 98, Union 73, Plattsville 
70, St. Maryland 67, and Jerusalem 64. The smaller indices of average 
daily attendance for the year were: Good Hope 23, Truevine 27, Friendship 
28, Cross Road 29, Sardis 30, Macedonia 34, and Salem 37. 
The indices of average daily attendance of the remainder of the 
schools fell within the range of 39 to 62 pupils daily. 
1941- 1942.-The average daily attendance for the year ranged from a 
low of 20 in the Shiloh School to a high of 317 in the Washington High 
School. 
The larger indices of average daily attendance for the year were: 
Early County Training School 128, Carver 121, Kestler 91, Union 74, 
Jerusalem, Prospect, and St. Maryland 73. The smaller indices of average 
daily attendance for the year were: Deal and Macedonia 25, Zion Hill 26, 
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Sardis and Salem 27, Cross Road, Ebenezer, Friendship and Piney Grove 
30, The indices of average daily attendance for the remainder of the 
schools fell within the range of 30 to 65 pupils daily* 
1942- 1943,-The average daily attendance for the year ranged from a 
low of 13 in the Good Hope School to a high of 439 in the Washington High 
School. The larger indices of average daily attendance for the year 
were: Carver 140, Early County Training 134, Kestler 116, Jerusalem 79, 
Plattsville 77, Union 74, St. Maryland 64 and Pleasant Hill 62. 
The smaller indices of average daily attendance for the year wereî 
Piney Grove 23, Zion Hill 25, Shiloh 26, Sardis 27, and Salem 34, Deal 
35 and Truevine 36. 
The indices of average daily attendance for the remainder of the 
schools fell within the range of 37 to 63 pupils daily. 
1943- 1944*-The average daily attendance for the year ranged from a 
low of 13 in the Friendship School to a high of 309 in the Washington 
High School* The larger indices of average daily attendance for the 
year were: Early County Training 108, Kestler 101, Carver 100, Timmons 
74, Prospect 73, Allen Chapel 63 and Plattsville 60* 
The smaller indices of average daily attendance for the year were: 
Piney Grove 23, Zion Hill 29, Macedonia 30, Hayes and Oak Grove 32, Deal 
34 and Hartley Giff 38. 
The indices of average daily attendance for the remainder of the 
schools fell within the range of 39 to 56 pupils daily. 
1944- 1945*-The average daily attendance for the year ranged from a 
low of 18 in the Good Hope School to a high of 229 in the Washington High 
School# The larger indices of average daily attendance for the year were: 
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Carrer 124, Kestler 93, Early County Training 92, Jerusalem 73, Prospect 
63, Plattsville 60 and Zion 58. The smaller indices of average daily 
attendance for the year were: Deal 21, Hayes 24, Hartley Giff 28, Old 
Damascus 30, Macedonia 31 Cross Road and Ebeneger, Pleasant Hill 34, and 
Bandcroft 38. The indices of average daily attendance for the remainder 
of the schools fell within the range of 44 to 58 pupils daily. 
1945- 1946.-The average daily attendance for the year ranged from a 
low of 12 in the Hayes school to a high of 252 in the Washington High 
School. The larger indices of averege daily attendance for the year were: 
Kestler 20, Carver 100, Early County 92, Jerusalem 63, Prospect 59, Victory 
57, Union 55, and Timmons and Plattsville 51. The smaller indices of 
average daily attendance for the year were: Sardis 16, Good Hope 18, 
Ebenezer 19, Liberty and Killerney 21, Macedonia 22, Pleasant Hill 24, and 
Zion Hui 26. The indices of average daily attendance for the remainder 
of the schools fell within the range of 32 to 51 pupils daily. 
1946- 1947.-The average daily atterrknce for the year ranged from a 
low of 14 in the Good Hope School to a high of 243 in the Washington High 
School. The larger indices of average daily attendance for the year were: 
Arlington Vocational 224, Carver 137, Early County Training 103, Kestler 
100, Friendship and Jerusalem 54, Pleasant 48, Zion Watch 46. The smaller 
indices of average daily attendance for the year were: Hayes 16, Shiloh 
19, St. John 20, Sardis 21, Macedonia 22, Piney Grove and Zion Hill 28, 
Salem 29, Cross Road 29 and Old Damascus 33. 
The indices of average daily attendance of the remainder of the schools 
fell within the range of 34 to 47 pupils daily. 
1947- 1948 .-'-The average daily attendance for the year ranged from a 
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low of 18 in the Ebenezer School to a high of 301 in the Washington High 
School. The larger indices of average daily attendance for the year were: 
Kestler 234, Arlington 228, Carver 150, Early County Training 199, 
Friendship 67 and Victory 64. The smaller indices of average daily atten¬ 
dance for the year were: Macedonia 21, Bandcroft 22, Prospect 25, Pleasant 
Grove 26, Kiokee and Mt. Meigh 27, Zion Hope 29. The indices of average 
daily attendance for the remainder of the schools fell within the range 
of 40 to 57 pupils daily. 
1948-1949.- The average daily attendance for the year ranged from a 
low of 18 in the Kiokee School to a high of 308 in the Washington High 
School. The larger indices of average daily attendance were: Kestler 
293, Arlington Vocational 228, Early County Training 161, Carver 155, 
Pleasant Hill 130, Victory 118 and Allen Chapel 64. ^he smaller indices 
of average daily attendance were: Timmons 22, Cross Road 24, Kiokee 26, 
Ebenezer, Oak Grove and St. Maryland 28. 
The indices of average daily attendance for the remainder of the 
schools fell within the range of 36 to 54 pupils daily. 
1949*1950.-The average daily attendance for the year ranged from a 
low of 20 in the Ebenezer School to a high of 428 in the Washington High 
School. The larger indices of average daily attendance were: Carver 174, 
Pleasant Hill 141, Victory 114 and Jerusalem 61, 
The smaller indices of average daily attendance for the year were: 
Timmons and Zion Hope 26, Zion Watch 36, Cross Road 32, and St. Maryland 
38. The indices of average daily attendance for the remainder of the 
schools fell within the range of 33 to 60 pupils daily. 
Per Cents of Attendance in the Schools of Early County, Georgia, 
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1958-1959:1949-1950»-— The data on the per cents of attendance in the 
thirty-nine Negro schools of Early County, Georgia, 1938-1950 are pre¬ 
sented in Table 4, pages 42, 43 and 44. These data are analyzed in the 
discussions below. 
1938-1939,-The per cents of attendance for the year ranged from a 
low of 51 per cent in the Zion Hill School to a high of 97 per cent in 
the Kiokee School. The larger per cents of attendance were: Zion 93, 
Early County Training, Pleasant and Olive Grove 91, Hayes 90, Pleasant 
Hill 88, Plattsville and Carver 87, Allen Chapel and Jerusalem 83, and 
Deal 80, The smaller per cents of attendance were: Oak Grove 54, Bright 
Star 56, Bandcroft 65, Shiloh and Truevine 66. The remainder of the 
per cents of attendance in the schools fell within the range of 66 to 
81, 
1959-1940,-The per cents of attendance for the year ranged from a 
low of 53 per cent in the Hartley Giff School to a high of 93 per cent 
in the Old Damascus School. The larger per cents of attendance for the 
year were: Good Hope and Sardis 90 per cent, St. John 89 per cent, 
Plattsville 87, Jerusalem 86 per cent, Ebenezer and Kestler 80 per cent, 
St. Maryland 76 per cent. The smaller per cents of attendance for the 
year were: Zion Hill 56, Salem 61, Carver 65, Shiloh and Macedonia 66, 
Timmons and Mt. Zion 68. The per cents of attendance for the remainder 
of the schools fell within the range of 71 to 79, 
1940-1941,-The per cents of attendance for the year ranged from 
a low of 60 per cent in the Zion Hill School to a high of 95 per cent 
in the Pleasant Grove School, The largest per cents of attendance for 
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for the year were: Bandcroft 91, Jerusalem 90, Mt. Meigh 89, Piney Grove 
and Oak Grove 87, Zion Hope 84, Timmons and Damascus 83, Kestler 82. The 
smaller per cents of attendance for the year were: Zion Hill 60, Sardis 
61, Macedonia 63, Friendship and Cross Road 66, Ebenezer, Hartley Giff, 
Pleasant Hill and Truevine 67, The per cents of attendance for the 
remainder of the schools fell within the range of 70 to 82, 
1941- 1942,-The per cents of attendance for the year ranged from a 
low of 53 per cent in the Deal School to a high of 94 per cent of 
attendance in the Mt, Meigh and Piney Grove Schools, The larger per 
cents of attendance for the year were: Old Damascus and Truevine 92, 
Kiokee, Union and Victory 89, Early bounty Training and Cross Road 88# 
The smaller per cents of attendance for the year were: Macedonia 57, 
Salem 57, Friendship 60, Ebenezer 62, Sardis 63, Pleasant Grove 65,Pleasant 
Hill 68, The per cents of attendance of the remainer of the schools fell 
within the range of 70 to 87, 
1942- 1945,-The per cents of attendance for the year ranged from a 
low of 69 in the Bandcroft and Bright Schools to a High of 96 in the 
Washington High School, The larger per cents of attendance for the 
year were: Plattsville 95, Ebenezer 94, Kiokee 93, Truevine 90, Early 
County Training and Jerusalem 89 and Carver 88# 
The smaller per cents of attendance in the smaller schools for the 
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year were: Old Damascus 70, Shiloh, St. Maryland and Zion Hill 71, Zion 
Watch and Salem 72. The per cent of attendance for the remainder of 
the schools fell within the range of 77 to 87» 
1945-1944#-The per cent of attendance for the year ranged from a 
low of 55 in the St. Maryland School to a high of 95 in the Liberty, 
Mt. Zion and Timmons Schools, ^he per cents of attendance for the larger 
schools for the year were Oak Grove 94, Deal 92, Truevine 92, Cross Road, 
Kestler and Mt. Meigh 91, Victory 90# 
The smaller per cents of attendance for the year were: Salem 57, 
Zion Hill 69, Hartley Giff 72, Plattsville 74, Pleasant Grove 75, Old 
Damascus 75, Friendship 80, and Ebenezer 83* 
The per cents of attendance for the remainder of the schools fell 
within the range of 82 to 89# 
1944—1945#-The per cents of attendance for the year ranged from a 
low of 60 in the Hartley Giff School to a high of 96 in the Cross Road 
School. The larger per cents of attendance for the year were: Zion 
Watch 95 and Kiokee 95, Allen Chapel and Bright Star 94, Friendship and 
Bandcroft 93, Union and Zion Hope 92, Carver 91, Oood Hope, Mt. Meigh, 
Old Damascus and Piney Grove 90# 
^he smaller per cents of attendance for the year were: Ebenezer 63, 
Oak Grove 66, Hayes and Prospect 67, St. Maryland 69, Fleasant Hill 72, 
Timmons 75 and Zion Hill 76# The per cents of attendance for the remainder 
of the schools fell within the range of 77 to 89# 
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1945- 1946«-The per cents of attendance for the year ranged from a 
low of 54 in the Ebenezer School to a high of 96 in the Cross Road School. 
The larger per cents of attendance for the year were: Piney Grove 92, 
Pleasant Hill 89, Zion Watch 87, and Macedonia 87, Hayes 86, Bandcroft 85, 
Bright Star 84, Salem 83, Early County Training, Friendship and Truevine 
82* The smaller per cents of attendance for the year were: Hartley Giff 
58, Macedonia 58, Plattsville 60, Sardis and St. Maryland 64, Washington 
High 66, Oak Grove 66, Old Damascus 68, and Union 71. The per cents of 
attendance of the remainder of the schools fell within the range of 74 to 
81. 
1946- 1947.-The per cents of attendance for the year ranged from a low 
of 52 in the Macedonia and Zion Hill Schools to a high of 91 in the 
Victory School. The larger per cents of attendance for the year were: 
Early County Training 86, Cross Road 85, Ebenezer 84, Good Hope 82, Mt. 
Zion 81, Zion Watch 79, Zion Hope 77. The smaller per cents of atten¬ 
dance for the year were: Timmons and Piney Grove 56, Pleasant Hill 56, 
Pleasant Grove 57, Bright Star 60, Sardis 61, Bandcroft and Jerusalem 62, 
Mt. Zion 65, Friendship 66 and Hartley Giff 68. The per cents of atten¬ 
dance for the remainder of the schools fell within the range of 70 to 77. 
1947- 1948.-The per cents of attendance for the year ranged from a 
low of 37 in the Prospect School to a high of 90 in the Ebenezer School. 
The larger per cents of attendance for the year were: Arlington Vocational, 
Carver, Early County Training and Mt. Zion 81, Allen Chapel and Mt. Meigh 
79, Friendship 76 and Kestler 75. 
The smaller per cents of attendance for the year were: Zion Hill 50, 
Pleasant Grove, St. Maryland and Truevine 55, Zion Hope 59, Kiokee 61 
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Macedonia 64, Jerusalem 65,and Bright Star 67» The per cents of atten¬ 
dance for the remainder of the schools fell -within the range of 69 to 
74. 
1948- 1949.-The per cents of attendance for the year ranged from a low 
of 44 in the Timmons School to a high of 84 in the Carver School. The 
larger per cents of attendance for the year were: Mt. Meigh 80, Allen 
Chapel 78, Victory 77, Pleasant Hill 74,Mt. Zion 74, Zion Watch 72, Hayes 
and Kestler 70. The smaller per cents of attendance for the year were: 
Ebenezer 56, St. Maryland 60, Arlington and Pleasant Hill 64, Bright Star 
65, Friendship and Oak Grove 57, and Cross Road 69. 
The per cents of attendance for the remainder of the schools fell 
within the range of 68 to 69. 
1949- 1950.-The per cents of attendance for the year ranged from a low 
of 52 in the Friendship and Timmons schools to a high of 79 in the 
Bright Star School, ^he larger per cents of attendance for the year were 
Kestler 76, Allen Chapel and Early County Training 75, Victory 71, Zion 
Watch 73, Washington High 69. The smaller per cents of attendance for the 
year were: Ebenezer, Timmons, and Truevine 52, Old Damascus 61, Jerusalem 
62, St. Maryland 63, Mt. Zion 64. The remainder of the schools for 1949- 
1950 fell below 52 per cent attendance. 
Grade Enrollments.—The data on the enrollments in the respective 
grades of the thirty-nine (39) Negro schools of Early County, Georgia 
fortheperiod of 1937-1938 through 1956-1957 are presented in Table 5, 
page 58. These data are analzyed separately by years in the discussions 
below. 
19SB-1938.-The enrollments in the respective grades of the schools 
TABLE 6 58 
TRENDS IN ENROLMENTS BY GRADES, EARLY COUNTY, GEORGIA, NEGRO SCHOOLS, 1938-1939i1956- 1957 
Grades 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Total 
— — — — — — — — — __ ■ 
Year 
1938-39 840 552 402 328 283 214 137 56 26 13 12 2863 
1939-40 757 511 438 345 300 207 141 89 44 23 19 2874 
1940-41 732 496 412 364 243 205 145 96 47 31 22 2793 
1941-42 853 415 326 281 297 220 174 70 62 30 25 2751 
1942-43 821 416 361 295 295 224 180 113 58 31 25 2819 
1943-44 778 345 292 290 225 222 183 81 61 28 23 2528 
1944-45 716 334 276 237 212 198 191 103 41 23 15 2346 
1945-46 760 369 266 274 213 167 180 108 61 33 14 2445 
1946-47 817 443 351 239 238 185 153 160 82 63 37 2768 
1947-48 728 399 358 286 217 186 142 149 98 60 58 2681 
1948-49, 722 380 390 277 236 174 168 144 99 72 43 2705 
1949-50 647 358 315 390 208 183 140 160 75 64 49 2489 
1950-51 No data available 
1951-52 450 456 350 281 291 250 161 169 123 87 75 
1952-53 350 373 328 240 263 206 123 134 95 66 49 
1953-54 307 323 345 329 293 236 235 192 99 110 77 
1954-55 313 290 293 344 297 269 197 187 154 94 100 
1955-56 
1956-57 2461 
Total 9171 5016 4187 3506 2967 2385 1934 1329 754 471 342 
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for the year of 1938-1939 ranged from a low of 12 in the 11th grade to 
a high of 840 in the 1st grade. The enrollments in the other grades 
ranged from a low of 13 in the 10th grade to a high of 552 in the 2nd 
Grade* 
1939- 1940,-The enrollments in the respective grades of the schools 
for the year of 1939-1940 ranged from a low of IS in the 11th grade to a 
high of 757 in the 1st grade. The enrollments in the other grades ranged 
from a low of 23 in the 10th grade to a high of 511 in the 2nd grade, 
1940- lS41,-The enrollments in the respective grades of the schools 
for the year 1940-1S41 ranged from a low of 22 in the 11th grade to a 
high of 732 in the first grade. The enrollments in the in the other 
grades ranged from a low of 31 in the 10th grade to a high of 496 in the 
2nd grade, 
1941- 1942,-The enrollments in the respective grades of the schools 
for the year of 1941-1942 ranged from a low of 25 in the 11th grade to 
a high of 732 in the 1st grade. The enrollments in the other grades 
ranged from a low of 30 in the 10th grade to a high of 415 in the 2nd 
grade, 
1942- 1943*-The enrollments in the respective grades of the schools 
for the year 1942-1943 ranged from a low of 25 in the 11th grade to a 
high of 821 in the 1st grade. The enrollments in the other grades ranged 
from a low of 31 in the 10th grade to a high of 416 in the 2nd grade, 
1945-1944,-The enrollment in the respective grades of the schools 
for the year 1943-1944 ranged from a low of 23 in the 11th gra.de to a high 
of 778 in the 1st grade. The enrollments in the other grades ranged from 
a low of 28 in the 10th grade to a high of 345 in the 2nd grade. 
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1944- 1945.-The enrollments in the respective grades of the schools 
for the year of 1944-1945 ranged from a low of 15 in the 11th grade to 
a high of 716 in the first grade. The enrollments in the other grades 
ranged from a low of 23 in the 10th grade to a high of 334 in the 2nd 
grade. 
1945- 1946.-The enrollments in the respective grades ranged from a 
low of 14 in the 11th grade to a high of 760 in the first grade. The 
enrollments in the other grades ranged from a low of 33 in the 10th grade 
to a high of 369 in the 2nd grade. 
1946- 1947.-^he enrollments in the respective grades of the schools 
for the year 1946-1947 ranged from a low of 37 in the 11th grade to a 
high of 817 in the first grade. The enrollments in the other grades 
ranged from a low of 63 in the 10th grade to a high of 443 in the 2nd 
grade. 
1947- 1948.-^he enrollments in the respective grades of the schools 
for the year 1947-1948 ranged from a low of 58 in the 11th grade to a 
high of 728 in the 1st grade. The enrollments in the other grades 
ranged from a low of 60 in the 10th grade to a high of 399 in the 2nd 
grade• 
1948- 1949.-^he enrollments in the respective grades of the schools 
for the year 1948-1949 ranged from a low of 43 in the 11th grade to a 
high of 722 in the 1st grade. The enrollments in the other grades 
ranged from a low of 72 in the 10th grade to a high of 390 in the 3rd 
grade. 
1949- 1950.—The enrollments in the respective grades of the schools 
for the year 1949-50 ranged from a low of 64 in the 11th grade to a 
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high of 647 in the 1st grade. The enrollments in the other grades 
ranged from a low of 64 in the 10th grade to a high of 358 in the 2nd 
grade. 
1950- 1951,-There were no data available for the enrollments in the 
Early Comity, Georgia schools for the school year 1950-1951, other than 
the data shown in Table 6, page 63, which follows at the end of these 
discussions* 
1951- 1952.-The enrollments in the respective grades of the schools 
for the year of 1951-1952 ranged from a low of 75 in the 11th grade to a 
high of 456 in the 2nd grades. The enrollments in the other grades 
ranged from a low of 87 in the 10th grade to a high of 450 in the 1st 
grade. 
1952- 1955.-The enrollment in the respective grades of the schools 
for the year 1952-1953 ranged from a low of 49 in the 11th grade to a 
high of 373 in the 2nd grade. The enrollments in the other grades 
ranged from a low of 66 in the 10th grade to a high of 350 in the 1st 
grade. 
1955-1954.-The enrollments in the respective grades of the schools 
for the year 1953-1954 ranged from a low of 62 in the 12th grade to a 
high of 345 in the 3rd grade. The enrollments in the other grades ranged 
from a low of 77 in the 10th grade to a high of 323 in the 2nd grade. 
1954-1955.-The enrollments in the respective grades of the schools 
for the year 1954-1955 ranged from a low of 65 in the 12th grade to a 
high of 344 in the 4th grade. The enrollments in the other grades ranged 
from a lor; of 94 in the 10th grade to a high of 313 in the 1st grade. 
62 
Enrollments by Grades and by Schools, Early County, Georgia, 1950- 
1951»--The data on enrollments by grades and by schools are shown in 
Table 6, page 63. It is to be noted that the 1950-1951 school year 
marks the beginning of the first school term under the consolidated pro¬ 
gram: the schools in Early County, by 1950, had been reduced in number to 
fourteen schools. The enrollments by grades and by schools are treated 
separately in the paragraphs to follow. The data are further divided into 
three areas: (a) Elementary Grades Enrolments, (b) High School Grades 
Enrollments, and (c) Total Enrollments for the fourteen schools during 
the 1950-1951 school year. 
Elementary Grades Enrollments 
Allen Chapel.-The enrollments in the Allen Chapel School for the 
year 1950-1951 ranged from a low of 3 in the 3rd grade to a high of 11 in 
the 1st grade. The enrollments in the other grades ranged from a low of 
5 in the 4th and 7th grades to a high of 8 in the 2nd grade. 
Carver High.-The enrollments in the Carver High School (elementary 
grades) for the year 1950-1951 ranged from a low of 16 in the 7th grade 
to a high of 47 in the 1st grade. The enrollments in the other grades 
ranged from a low of 16 in the 7th grade to a high of 25 in the 4th grade* 
Cross Road.-The enrollments in the Cross Road School for the year 
1950-1951 ranged from a low of 2 in the 7th grade to a high of 16 in the 
1st grade. The enrollments in the other grades ranged from a low of 3 in 
the 4th grade to a high of 7 in the 2nd grade# 
Early County Training»- The enrollments in the Early County Training 
School for the year 1950-1951 ranged from a low of 6 in the 7th grade 
to a high of 49 in the 1st grade. The enrollments in the other grades 
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TABLE 6 
ENROLLMENTS BY GRADES AND BY SCHOOLS, EARLY COUNTY, GEORGIA, 1950-1951 
Grades Elementary Grades 
4 5 6 7 
Total 
8 
High School Grades 
H. S. 
12 Total Total 
Year - 1950-51 
1 2 3 9 10 11 
Allen Chapel 11 8 3 5 8 6 5 46 
Carver High 47 22 17 25 21 24 16 172 35 20 20 11 86 258 
Cross Road 16 7 4 3 6 2 38 
Early Co. Training 49 28 24 20 18 19 6 164 
Ebenezer 6 1 8 3 3 5 26 
Friendship 14 9 10 10 4 6 3 56 
Jerusalem 26 16 10 12 4 9 6 83 
Kestler High 131 107 53 89 51 58 47 536 32 50 7 21 110 646 
Pleasant Hill 44 45 19 29 18 12 7 174 
St. Maryland 11 7 2 2 4 4 1 31 
Timmons 22 4 14 7 4 51 
Victory 53 28 30 20 19 13 6 167 
Washington High 107 71 71 42 52 27 39 409 81 40 29 21 171 580 
Zion Watch 17 8 6 4 9 2 3 49 
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ranged from a low of 18 in the 5th grade to a high of 28 in the 2nd grade» 
Ebenezer«-The enrollments in the Ebenezer school for the year 1950- 
1951 ranged from a low of 1 in the 2nd grade to a high of 8 in the 3rd 
grade. The enrollments in the other grades ranged from a low of 3 in the 
4th grade and 5th grade to a high of 5 in the 6th grade» 
Friendship.-Ihe enrollments in the Friendship school for the year 
1950-1951 ranged from a low of 3 in the 7th grade to a high of 14 in the 
1st grade. The enrollments in the other grades ranged from a low of 4 in 
the 5th grade to a high of 10 in the 3rd and 4th grades. 
Jerusalem»- The enrollments in the Jerusalem School for the year 1950- 
1951 ranged from a low of 4 in the 5th grade to a high of 26 in the 1st 
grade. The enrollments in the other grades ranged from a low of 6 in the 
7th grade to a high of 16 in the 2nd grade. 
Kestler High.-The enrollments in the Kestler High School (Elementary 
Grades) ranged from a low of 47 in the 7th grade to a high of 131 in the 
1st grade. The enrollments in the other grades ranged from a low of 53 
in the 3rd grade to a high of 107 in the 2nd grade. 
Pleasant Hill.-The enrollments in the Pleasant Hill School for the 
year 1950-1951 ranged from a low of 7 in the 7th grade to a high of 45 
in the 2nd grade. The enrollments in the other grades e ranged from a low 
of 12 in the 8th grade to a high of 44 in the 1st grade. 
St. Maryland.-The enrollments in the St. Maryland School for the 
year 1950-1951 ranged from a low of 1 in the 7th grade to a high of 11 in 
the 1st grade. The enrollments in the other grades ranged from a low of 2 
in the 3rd grade and 4th grades to a high of 7 in the 2nd grade. 
Timmons .-The enrollments in tge Timmons S diool for the year of 1950- 
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1951 ranged from a low of k in the 5th grade to a high of 22 in the 
1st grade. The enrollment in the other grades ranged from a low of 
U in the 2nd and 5th grades to a high of lU in the 3rd. 
Victory.- The enrollments in the Victory School for the year of 1950- 
1951 ranged from a low of 6 in the 7th grade to a high of 53 in the 1st 
grade. The enrollments in the other grades ranged from a low of 13 in the 
6th grade to a high of 30 in the 3rd grade. 
Washington High.- The enrollments in the Washington High School for the 
year 1950-1951 (elementary grades) ranged from a low of 27 in the 6th grade 
to a high of 107 in the 1st grade. The enrollments in the other grades 
ranged from a low of 39 in the 7th grade to a high of 71 in the 2nd and 
3rd grades. 
Zion Watch.- The enrollments in the Zion Watch School ranged from a 
low of 2 in the 6th grade to a high of 17 in the first grade. The enroll¬ 
ments in the other grades ranged from a low of 3 in the 7th grade to a 
high of 9 in the 5th grade. 
Total Enrollments for 1950-1951 in the Elementary Grades.—The total 
enrollments in the elementary grades for the 1950-1951 school year in 
the fourteen schools in Early County, Georgia are as follows: The enroll¬ 
ments ranged from a low of 31 in the St. Maryland School to a high of 
536 in the Kestler High School (Elementary Grades). The enrollments in 
the remaining schools ranged from a low of 38 in the Cross Road School 
to a high of J4.O9 in the Washington High School (elementary grades). 
High School Grades Enrollments 
Carver High.- The enrollments in the high school grades of the 
Carver High School ranged from a low of 11 in the 11th grade to a high of 
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35 in the 8th grade. The enrollments in the 9th and 10th grades were 
20. No data is shown for grade 12. 
Kestler High.- The enrollments in the high school grades of the 
Kestler High School ranged from a low of 7 in the 10th grade to a high of 
32 in the 8th grade. The enrollments in the 9th and 11th grades were 50 
and 21 respectively. There are no data shown for grade 12. 
Washington High.- The enrollments in the high school grades of the 
Washington High School ranged from a low of 21 in the 11th grade to a 
high of 8l in the 8th gnade. The enrollments in the 9th and 10th grades 
were I4.O and 29 respectively. There is no data shown for grade 12. 
Total Enrollments for 1950-1951 in the High School Grades.- The 
total enrollments for the high school grades ranged from a low of 86 in 
the Carver High School to a high of 171 in the Washington High School; 
with the total enrollment in the Kestler High School being 110. 
Average Daily Attendance by Levels.— The data on the average 
daily attendance by levels in the elementary and high schools, respectively, 
for the Negro schools in Early County, Georgia, 1950 through 1957 are 
presented in Table 7, page 67, and are analyzed in the separate para¬ 
graphs to follow. 
Elementary Average Daily Attendance.- The average daily attendance 
in the elementary schools ranged from a low of 1123 in 1956-1957 to a 
high of 1790 in 195U-1955. The average daily attendance for the remaining 
years ranked as follows: 
1951- 1952: Average daily attendance 1775 
1952- 1953: Average daily attendance 1759 
1953- 195U: Average daily attendance 1752 
1955-1956: Average daily attendance 1661). 
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TtRT.B 7 
AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE BY LEVELS, 1950-1957 
Year Elementary High School Total 
1949-1950 1502 262 1764 
1950-1951 1543 284 1827 
1951-1952 1775 447 2222 
1952-1953 1752 407 2159 
1953-1954 1759 480 2239 
1954-1955 1790 639 2329 
1955-1956 1664 498 2162 
1956-1957 1123 423 1546 
1950-1951: Average daily attendance 1545 
1949- 1950: Average daily attendance 1502 
High School Average Daily Attendance«-The average daily attendance 
in the high schools ranged from a low of 262 in 1949-1950 to a high of 
539 in 1954-1955. The average daily attendance for the remaining years 
ranked as follows: 
1955-1956: Average daily attendance 498 
1950- 1951: Average daily attendance 480 
1951- 1952: Average daily attendance 447 
1952- 1953: Average daily attendance 407 
1950-1951: Average dally attendance 284 
1949-1950: Average daily attendance 262 
Trends in Enrollment by Grade Divisions«--The data on trends in 
enrollment by grade divisions in the elementary and high schools 
respectively, for the Negro schools in Early County, Georgia, 1938-1939 
through 1956, ere presented in Table 8, page 69, in the separate para¬ 
graphs to follow, 
1938-1939*-The enrollments in grades 1-7 ranged from a low of 1883 
in 1952-1953 to a high of 2785 in 1951-1952* The enrollments for the 
remaining years ranked as follows: 
1938-1939: The enrollment was 2738 
1939-1940: The enrollment was 2724 
1940-1941: The enrollment was 2639 
1941-1942: The enrollment was 2589 
1942-1943: The enrollment was 2657 
1943-1944: The enrollment was 2335 
1944-1945: The enrollment was 2137 
1945-1946: The enrollment was 2125 
1946-1947: The enrollment was 2426 
1947-1948: The enrollment was 2316 
1948-1949: The enrollment was 2347 
1949-1950: The enrollment was 2141 
1953-1954: The enrollment was 2168 
1954-1955: The enrollment was 2003 
1956-1956: The enrollment was 2524 
Grades 8 - 12*-The trends in enrollment for grades 8-12 ranged from 
a low of 125 in 1938-1939 to a high of 616 in 1951-1952* The trends in 
enrollment for the remaining years ranked as follows: 
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TABLE 8 
TRENDS IN ENROLLMENT BY GRADE DIVISION: 1938-1939: 1955-1956 
Year Grades 1-7 Grades 8-12 Total 
1938-1939 2738 125 2863 
1939-1940 2724 150 2874 
1940-1941 2639 154 2793 
1941-1942 2589 162 2751 
1942-1943 2657 162 2819 
1943-1944 2335 193 2528 
1944-1945 2137 209 2346 
1945-1946 2125 320 2445 
1946-1947 2426 342 2768 
1947-1948 2316 365 2681 
1948-1949 2347 358 2705 
1949-1950 2141 348 2489 
1951-1952 2785 615 3400 
1952-1953 1883 344 2577 
1953-1954 2168 540 2708 
1954-1955 2003 547 2050 
1955-1956 2524 498 3022 
1954-1955: The enrollment was 547 
1953-1954: The enrollment was 540 
1956-1957: The enrollment was 498 
1947-1948: The enrollment was 365 
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1948-1949: The enrollment was 
1952-1953: The enrollment was 
1946-1947: The enrollment "was 
1945-1946: The enrollment was 
1944-1945: The enrollment was 
1943-1944: The enrollment was 
1941- 1942: The enrollment was 
1942- 1943: The enrollment was 
1940-1941: The enrollment was 
1939-1940: The enrollment was 
Total Enrollments«-The total enrollments 











for Grades 1 through 7 and 
low of 2227 for 1952-1953 to 
a high of 3400 in 1951-1952. 
The remaining enrollments for the period 1938-1939 through 1955-1956 
ranged from a low of 2346 in 1944-1945 to a high of 3032 in 1955-1956* 
Socio-Economic Factors Influencing Enrollment and Attendance.—The 
Socio-economic factors which influenced enrollment and attendance in the 
Early County Negro Schools during this twenty year period of 1937 through 
1957 were: 
1. Poor economic conditions 
2. Children living great distances from school 
3. Parents disinterested in schooling for their children 
4. Migration from rural sections to urban centers 
5. Health conditions 
6. Transportation facilities 
7. Bad weather and roads 
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8* Seasonal farm work 
9# Compulsory school law not enforced 
These factors had a grave effect on the enrollment and attendance 
of Early County, Georgia schools» 
Families having several children who were of school age were not able 
to send them to school for any one or more of the above listed reasons# Some 
pupils lived a great distance from school and there were no means of 
transportation available to these children» 
In the farming areas the children were kept out of school to help 
plant and gather the crops» 
The Compulsory School Attendance Law was not enforced, therefore, this 
was one of the main factors influencing the enrollment and attendance of 
Early County schools. 
Transportation»—"The transportation of pupils to school has been a 
major problem for several years because the annual cost exceeded the 
„ 1 
amount provided by the state. 
The data on transportation are presented in Table 9, page 72# During 
the early period of this study sixteen of the regular quota of teachers 
were released so that the State could provide some transportation for the 
transporting of pupils. 
The pupil population and the location of the school sites during this 
period made it necessary for the ten bus drivers to make from two to 
four trips to provide transportation for only 935 of the 2,369 pupils. 
Transportation facilities were very inadequate because many of the bus 
1 
Reports: To the Grand Jury by Superintendent of Early County Schools, 
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TABLE 9 












1941-42 3 108 23.49 4 12,240 
1942-43 108 23.49 4 12,240 
1943-44 119 33.46 41,220 
1949-50 9 275 19.64 $18,299.56 19 96,800 
1950-51 10 34,173.00 
1951-52 19 1684 46,242.00 
1952-53 21 1515 47,292.00 
1953-54 21 
1954-55 21 58,048.00 
1955-56 21 91.37 29 26,640 
drivers had to begin at a very early hour to get all the children on their 
routes to school on time» 
Yhe transportation facilities have increased from three crude old 
model buses to twenty-one new model buses. From the cost of $23.49 per 
annum for each pupil to a total salary for the twenty-one bus drivers 
now employed, a sum of more than 47,000.00 per annum is spent for 
transportation. 
The following statement was taken from the Superintendent’s Report 
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to the Grand Jury of Early County, Georgia» 
The following figures will show the yearly deficit which the county 
has had to pay# 
Paid Drivers Humber State Paid County Paid 
1955- 1956 46 $97,195.00 $13,607.00 
1956- 1957 21 (Negroes) $97,195.00 $19,530.C01 
Because the State froze salaries of bus drivers at the 1956-1957 
figure, more or less the reduction of approximately $7,000.00 acquired 
this year by the resignation of one bus driver, and the Superintendent’s 
checking of mileage and number of pupils transported by each driver. The 
rate of pay by the Board has been by the mile and by the child. Such a 
plan made transportation costs much higher than those of surrounding areas 
where buses are owned and operated by the Board of Education. 
To try to improve the transportation system and reduce the cost, the 
Board is now in the process of buying, owning and operating all school 
buses. 
The nunber of transportation facilities in Early County for Negro 
schools have witnessed phenomenal growth, in the number of buses provided 
and the number of pupils transported to and from school. During the first 
period of this study there were three buses used to transport the pupils 
making four trips daily. The buses were allowed to make only two trips 
daily when necessary. The annual cost per child for the year 1941-1942 
was twenty-three dollars and forty-nine cents. One hundred eight Negro 
children were transported to school this year by three buses making four 
1 
ReportsîTo the Grand Jury, op. cit. 
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trips daily. Table 9 also indicates 108 Negroes transported during the 
school year of 1942-1943. The school year 1943-1944 brought no changes, 
there were still three buses for transporting Negro children to and from 
school* 
During the school year 1949-1950 the number of buses increased to 
nine, transporting 275 Negro children making 19 trips per day at an 
annual cost of $19.64 per child or a total allolment of $18,299.56* 
The school year of 1950-1951 brought an increase of ten buses making 
19 trips per day* The total allotment of $34,173*00 was spent this year* 
There were 1584 Negro children transported in the school year of 1951-1952, 
by 19 buses at a total allotment of $46,242,00. During the school years 
of 1952-1957 there were 21 buses transporting Negro children in Early 
County, Georgia. The increase in number of buses used to transport 
Negro children in Early County was due to the greater consolidation of 
the Negro schools from, the surrounding areas after the construction of 
three modern schools* 
Educational Status of Teachers (1957-1957)*—The status of qualified 
teachers was determined by written examination given and graded by the 
Superintendent. Those with higher certificates were exempted. 
Teacher Personnel.—The data on the number and certification of the 
teachers employed for the Early County Negro schools, 1937-1957 are pre¬ 
sented in Table 10, pages 75 and 76* 
The certification standards for Negro teachers in Early County, Georgia 
were low. During the first period of this study, of the seventy-five Negro 
teachers employed in the county, one had done graduate work. Seven had 
bachelor degrees. The remaining sixty-seven had done some college work 
but none had degrees* 
TABLE 10 
NUMBER OF TEACHERS EMPLOYED, COLLEGE PREPARATION AND TYPES OF CERTIFICATES, 1937-196T 
Number of Teachers Ifaployed College Preparation 






1937-38 62 1 0 2 2 6 41 62 
1938-39 62 4 0 2 6 41 62 
1939-1940 65 5 70 14 1 9 21 6 15 70 
1940-41 70 70 14 1 19 21 15 70 
1941-42 61 5 66 11 2 32 
1942-43 61 6 67 11 2 32 18 4 67 
1943-44 No data 
1944-45 62 14 76 9 7 43 9 8 76 
1945-46 62 13 75 9 7 43 8 8 75 
1946-47 No data 
1947-48 
TABLE 10 (Continued) 
NIMBER OF TEACHERS EMPLOYED, COLLEGE PREPARATION, AND TYPES OF CERTIFICATES, 1937-1957 
Yon T- 
Number of Teachers Bnployed College Preparation 
Elementary High School Total 5 yrs . 4 yrs. 3 yrs. 2 yrs. 
Less 
than Teacher 
1 yr. 1 yr. Permit Total 
1948-49 
1949-50 
1950-51 41 16 57 1 26 15 14 1 57 
1951-52 55 1 28 13 13 55 
1952-1953 55 24 79 1 50 15 13 79 
1953-1954 54 25 79 1 58 6 11 3 79 
1954-1955 88 4 62 18 4 88 
1955-1956 94 6 74 11 3 94 




During the period between 1940-1941, rapid changes were taking place 
in the status of teachers* Of the 70 teachers employed by the Early 
County Board of Education in the Negro schools, 14 held B. S. degrees, 1 
had obtained three years of college training, and 19 had received two 
years of college training. Additional training continued to increase as 
the years passed, and in the 1955-1956 school term; the number of teachers 
employed was 94: 6 with a Masters degree; 74 with the bachelors degree 
and 11 with three years of college training, and 3 with two years of 
college training. 
The Period of 1941-1950.-It was during this period that the educational 
training of teachers became a prime interest of the teaching personnel of 
Early County, Georgia. This is shown by the progress of the educational 
status of the teachers. During the year 1937 only one teacher held a 
four year college degree; but at the end of this period (1940), twenty- 
five had obtained a four year college degree. Further study of Table 10 
reveals that seven years later, out of the 71 teachers employed, sixty- 
four had acquired a four year college degree and six a Masters degree 
As shown in Table 10 the nunber of teachers employed in Early County, 
Georgia fluctuated from year to year. During the school years 1937-1939 
the number of teachers was 62. This number increased in the school years 
of 1938-1940 to 70. Teacher certification was still on a low level, how¬ 
ever, for this period 14 teachers had 4 years of college training. 
During the school years 1940-1942 there was a decrease in the number 
of teachers employed. Due to the fact that teachers are employed accor¬ 
ding to the average daily attendance, during the school years 1944-1945, 
the number of teachers was increased to 75* 
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During the school year of 1950 the number of teachers had decreased 
to 57» The school year 1952 also brought a decrease in the number of 
teachers to 55, During the following years 1952 to 1956 the number of 
teachers employed ranged from a low of 79 teachers in 1953-1954 to a high 
of 94 teachers during the school year 1955-1956• 
Institutions Which Have Granted Degrees to Negro Teachers in Early 
County, Georgia.—The greater number of teachers employed in Early 
County, Georgia, were granted degrees from the three state schools,namely: 
Albany State College, Savannah State College and Fort Valley State College. 
Other institutions that have granted degrees to teachers employed in 
Early County Negro schools are: Atlanta University, Atlanta, Georgia, 
Fisk University, Nashville, Tennessee, Morris Brown College, Atlanta, 
Georgia, Spelman College, Atlanta, Georgia, Johnson C. Smith University, 
Charlotte, North Carolina, Morehouse College, Atlanta, Georgia, Paine 
College, Augusta, Georgia, Tuskegee Institute, Alabama, Tennessee State, 
Shaw University, Florida A. and M. University, Alabama State College and 
Benedict College. 
Teachers1 Salaries.-The data on teachers' salaries are shown in Table 
11, page 79. The average teachers' salary for the period ranged from a 
low of $112.50, to a high of $6,000.00. 
The salaries of Negro teachers in the schools of Early County, Georgia 
were below that of the white teachers prior to the passing of the 
Minimum Foundation Program Laws for Education in Georgia. Salary supple¬ 
ments were given only to Vocational Agriculture teachers, Home Economics 
teachers and the Jeanes teacher. 
The salary of the Negro teachers of Early County, Georgia ranged from 
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TABLE U 
MONTHLY SALARY SCHEDULE FOR NEGRO TEACHERS (STATE SALARY), 1937-1956 
Year Minimum Maximum 
1937 $ 22.50 $ 42.00 
1938 23.50 60.00 
1939 35.00 57.50 
1940 25.00 57.50 
1941 25.00 60.00 
1942 25.00 60.00 
1943 40.00 60.00 
1944 31.00 ' 75.00 
1945 28.00 75.00 
1946 28.00 75.00 
1947 97.50 135.00 
1948 85.00 135.00 
1949 92.00 135.00 
1950 118.00 150.00 
1951 96.50 156.00 
1952 141.67 237.50 
1953 162.50 275.00 
1954 162.50 237.50 
1955 191.67 275.00 
1956-1957 State Salary Schedule 
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a low of $112.50 per school year for 1936-1937 to a high of $6,000.00 
per school year for 1936-1937* 
The Jeanes Teacher*—To improve public school instruction and for 
keeping teachers in touch with newly developed methods and data, the 
Early County Board of Education saw the need for such a program as super¬ 
vision in Early County, Georgia. The late Miss Bessie Scott was approved 
by the Board of Education and continuously served as the Jeanes teacher 
in Early County for a period of twenty years* 
During the twenty year period school improvement societies were orga¬ 
nized under the leadership of the Jeanes teacher, and these organizations 
contributed tremendously toward the building up of a desire and a belief 
in education on the part of the Negro citizens. These organizations 
actually raised hundreds of dollars for the improvement of the school 
facilities such as repair to old buildings; purchasing of new teaching 
materials and equipment; erection of sanitary toilets; beautifying school 
grounds; providing hot lunches; and providing ways of helping with the 
buying of school buses. 
Status of Graduates of the Schools of Early County, Georgia, 1937- 
1957.—'1'he data on the status of Graduates of Early County, Georgia, 
1937-1957 are presented in Table 12, page 81* There were 400 graduates 
of the schools of the county for the period of this study. Of this nunber 
there were 82 graduating from college. One hundred six received some 
college training; 107 received no college training. There were no data 
on the remaining number of graduates after completing high school. 
Occupational Choices of the Graduates*-The data on occupational choices 
is also shown in Table 12, page 81. There were 82 teachers from the 
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TABLE 12 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE GRADUATES WITH INDICATIONS OF OCCUPATIONS AND 
FURTHER TRAINING, EARLY COUNTY, GEORGIA NEGRO SCHOOLS 1 
Status 2 Number 
Number of high school graduates 400 
Number receiving college training 106 
Number Graduating from college 82 
Number receiving no college training 170 






Hospital Attendants 2 
Farmers 21 
Painters 1 
Construction Work 1 
No data available 132 
1 
Principals' Reports 
Interviews with students and teachers 
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total number of graduates, 26 are employed in the Early County Schools; 
ten are employed in domestic work; there are eight beauticians, one 
nurse, two hospital attendants; twenty-one are engaged in farming; one is 
a painter and one a construction worker» Occupational data on the remain¬ 
ing number of graduates were not available. 
Lay Interest and Participation»—During the beginning of this period 
interested citizens supplemented efforts to help raise funds to finance 
assistance for continued operation of the library. 
Parents rendered such services as gathering and donating wood to be 
used as fuel for heating. The lay people held school rallies, socials, 
box suppers, and sold plate dinners in order to help improve the instruc¬ 
tional program of the school, 
■^he repair and upkeep of the building was usually done by some of the 
lay people of the community. They assisted in raising money to buy 
materials to build desks on back of seats that were used for desks. 
Through the cooperative efforts of the community adequate equipment 
was purchased for those who were engaged in competitive sports. 
Pioneers in Educational Advancement, Early County Schools.—Some of 
the leading personalities and their contributions to Hegro Education in 
Early County, Georgia are as follows: when there was need for money to 
help set up a library in Early County, Georgia, the late ^r. Willis Cain, 
along with the supervisor and other lay people, helped raise the needed 
fluids. The late Mr. A. Rivers gave a plot of land that was used to con¬ 
struct the Carver High School. The "Slatons" along with other interested 
citizens contributed much time and money to the development of the educa¬ 
tional program in the Early County Training School* 
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In making a study of the school program the following persons were 
engaged as chairmen of groups: Mr. Melzie Mosely, Mr. John Slaton, Mr* 
W, M. Wiley, Mrs. Snella Hubbard, Mr. Jack Slaton, Mr. Alvin Thompson 
and Rev. C. E. Graham. 
During the period 1937-1957, these are some of the other interested 
persons who helped foster the advancement and development of Negro 
Education in Early County: Mr. Jacob Holmes, Sr., Mr. Joshua Brown, Mr. 
Joseph Powell, the late Mr. Tom Lyes, and Mr. S. W. Tflliggins* 
Parent-Teacher Association*—Mrs. Fannie S. Daniels was the first 
president of the County-wide Parent^Teacher Association for Early County, 
Georgia. Each school had a local president for the branch Parent-Teacher 
Association in that community. After the consolidation of the schools 
the branch Parent-Teacher Association continued to function in each 
community* The progress and advancement of the Parent-Teacher Association 
is indicated below* 
1. The membership continued to increase 
2. Greater goals and objectives were established 
3. Each year a project was suggested and carried out such as: 
(a) Purchased stage curtains 
(b) A twenty-five dollar scholarship is given to the 
senior with the highest average for the four years 
of high school. 
(c) Supplemented the band instructor’s salary 
1 
(d) Paid for basic band instruments* 
Report: Parent-Teacher Association, Early County, Georgia* 
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Youth Organizations»—^he community, though small, had the same 
problems as the larger communities. Since they knew with proper guidance 
and well organized activities many delinquent problems could be avoided 
and solved, the citizens of Early County, Georgia launched such programs 
as the Junior "Crime Fighters," 4-H Clubs, Boy Scout organizations and 
others* 
Under the guidance of teachers the students participated in the 
following organizations: Better Citizenship Club, Dramatics Club, New 
Home Makers Club, Student Council, Better English Club and New Farmers of 
America Club. The young people of Washington High School publish the 
"'Washington Herald," the school paper, once per month 
CHAPTER III 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, IMPLICATIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Rationale»—-Education is a process of growth and is subject to laws 
which are similar to those which govern the activities of living matter* 
The individual is constantly changing* He is never static* Thus devel¬ 
opment is a continuous process. At some points the current is rapid} at 
others the processes move so slowly as to appear entirely stable. But 
below the visible surface unseen processes are going on--processes that 
issue later in altered ideas, in new skills and in changed beliefs* 
Vifhat is true of education as it occurs in an individual is true also 
of the institutions it calls into being. A teaching method that becomes 
fixed into a pattern of unchanging repetition tends to lose its power to 
stimulate mental activity in students. An unchanging curriculum surren¬ 
ders its intimacy with knowledge, which is a growing thing. 
"Growth and development should be our fundamental consideration when 
thinking of educational movements. This fact applies to individuals and 
to social and national groups or civilization as a whole." 
"It is only by knowing the past that we understand the present, for 
the present is merely one phase of a development which has been under 
way continuously since human history began." 
"History reveals the weaknesses, strengths, accomplishments, and 
achievements of a group and thereby serves as a guide for the 
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blue-printing of the future* 
It is important that alert citizens have a thorough knowledge of the 
development of their schools* if such groups have aims which it seeks to 
attain. A knowledge of that development would serve to give emphasis to 
the procedures, practices, ideals and traditions; and thereby serves as a 
guide for stimulating the future course of action* 
Evolution of the Problem*—When it became necessary for the writer to 
select a problem for the conduct of the research with which to statisfy 
the requirements for a Master's degree from the School of Education, 
Atlanta University, she deemed it wise to decide upon a problem which 
would be of personal interest to her; and one which she could readily 
carry on in her own school environment during the 1958-1959 school year* 
The recent development of educational facilities for Negroes in Early 
County, Georgia from the previous meager provisions to the present pro¬ 
mising ones appeared to be a problem of research which would be not only 
interesting but worthwhile to the people of Early County, Georgia. 
Therefore, the writer has developed this subject as a research problem: 
A Historical Study of the Growth and Development of Negro Education in 
Early County, Georgia During the Period of 1937-1957* 
Contribution to Educational Thought and Practice «—The more practical 
and fruitful contribution to educational thought and practice which might 
stem from the findings of this study are: (a) for the first time there will 
under one cover—be a complete narration of the development of Negro 
1 
E. Wallis and C. Wallis, Our Social World (New York: Macmillan 
Company, 1940), pp. 127-28* 
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education in Early County, Georgia, for the period 1937-1957$ (b) findings 
of this study should serve to identify, at least, quantitatively the 
adequacies of the present educational arrangements for Negroes in Early 
County, Georgia; and (c) the research will not only add to literature on 
Negro education in Georgia, but will serve as a frame-of-reference for 
any future research dealing with Negro education in Georgia. 
Statement of the Problem»—The problem involved in this study is The 
Growth and Development of Negro Education in Early County, Georgia, during 
the period of 1937-1957* 
The purpose is to describe the growth and development of Negro educa¬ 
tion in Early County, Georgia from 1937-1957. It will include the pro¬ 
gressive steps that have been taken in the structure and organization of 
education to meet the needs in the community; and the evaluation of the 
techniques that have been utilized to determine how effectively the educa¬ 
tional needs are being met. 
Limitation and Scope of the Study*—This study has been concerned with 
the period of 1937-1957. This period was chosen because it marks the 
occurrences of the largest number of significant events in The Development 
of Negro Education in Early County, Georgia. Unfortunately there are many 
gaps in the data pertaining to the development of Negro education in Early 
County, Georgia because records and reports were not continuously kept 
from year to year* 
Purpose of the Study*—The major purpose of this study was to give an 
account of the development of Negro Education in Early County, Georgia, 
1937-1957. 
The specific purposes of this research was to formulate answers to 
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the following questions: 
1. VVhat were the curriculun offerings of the Negro schools in Early 
County, Georgia during the period of 1937-19 57 ? 
2. What has been the number and status of the educational personnel 
employed in Early County,Georgia during the period of 1937-1957? 
3, Who were the individuals of importance in the development of 
educational opportunities for Negroes in the Early County Schools 
during this period of 1937-1957? 
4, Vüiat were the problems of sohool transportation in Early County, 
Georgia during this period of 1937-1957Î 
5. What were the problems of the consolidation of Negro schools in 
in Early County, Georgia during the period of 1937-1957? 
6. What has been the enrollment of the Negro schools of Early County, 
during the period of 1937-1957 ? 
7, What progress has been made by the graduates or former students 
of the Early County, Georgia Schools? 
8, What is the future outlook for the Negro schools of Early County, 
Georgia? 
9» What are the implications for educational practice to be derived 
from the interpretation of the data of this study? 
Definition of Terms.—The significant terms which were used in 
this study are defined according to "A Dictionary of Education,” 
1* "Transportation" - The movement of school children from home to 
school and return by means of a conveyance of whatever sort, 
usually a bus. 
2. "Curriculum" - A systematic group of courses or sequence of sub¬ 
jects required for graduation or certification in a major field 
of study, or a body of prescribed educative experiences under 
supervision designed to provide an individual with the best 
possible training and experience to fit him for the society of 
which he is a part, or qualify him for a trade or profession. 
3. "School District" - the entire number of pupils who have been 
enrolled at any time during the period for which enrollment is 
being reported. 
4. 'School Census"- An enuneration and collection of data, prescribed 
by law in most cases, conducted to determine a certain age (school 
age) residing in a given district, and to secure information such 
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date of birth, name of parents, and occupation of parents. 
5. "Opinion" - Expressed or non-expressed ideas, with their accompany¬ 
ing emotional coloring which to any degree motivates the type of 
reaction of individuals to a problem. 
Locale and Research Design.—The locale of this study was Early County, 
Georgia, which is situated in the southwest section of the state. Blakely 
is the county seat, and is the center of activities, and is an important 
trade center. 
1. Period of Study.—This research was conducted throughout the school 
year of 1958-1959. 
2. Method of Research.—A combination of the Descriptive-Survey and 
Historical methods, with emphasis upon official records and 
reports, minutes of school-community organizations, and inter¬ 
views was used to collect the data necessary for the conduct of 
this study. 
3. Description of Subjects.—The subjects used in this study were: 
(a) The total educational personnel employed in the Negro schools 
of Early County, Georgia, 1937-1957. 
(b) The total pupil personnel of Early County Negro Schools, 
1937-1957. 
(c) Individual and groups identified with the program of 
Negro Education in Early County, Georgia, 1937-1957. 
4. Description of Instruments .—The instruments used to gather the 
data for this research are as follows: (a) official records and 
reports from the files of the Superintendent of Schools of 
Early County, Georgia (b) minutes of the Board of Education, 
(c) Minutes of the P. T. A. and other civic organizations, (d) 
and interviews with key-individuals of Early County, Georgia. 
5. Criterion of Reliability.—The "criterion of reliability" for 
appraising the data was the accuracy and authenticity of the 
responses of the subjects to questions} and the accuracy and 
authenticity of the records examined which constituted the 
main source of the data. 
6. Method of Procedure.—The data necessary for this study was gathered, 
organized, interpreted and presented through the following 
procedural steps: 
1. The Superintendent of Early County Schools, was asked per¬ 
mission to carry out this study. 
2. Principals and teachers of the Negro Schools were asked to 
cooperate in the conduct of this study. 
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3. A survey of official records of the Superintendent of Schools, 
with specific reference to the data on Negro education was 
made* 
The area of school data which were examined ares (a) educational 
personnel, (h) important personalities concerned with development of 
the school, (c) school plants and facilities, (d) curricular organi¬ 
zation and levels and (e) extra-curricular activities, 
4. The obtained data were assembled into appropriate tables; and 
statistically treated as to frequency and per cent of the data 
items and/or logically treated and presented in the finished 
thesis copy. 
The remaining sections of this chapter will be, in this order, 
Summary of Related Literature, Basic Findings, Conclusions, Implications, 
and Recommendations. 
Summary of Related Literature.--The significant findings in the 
related literature pertinent to this research are summarized in the para¬ 
graphs to follow. 
The historical setting of early education for Negroes was found to 
be a gradual and slow process with many handicaps. Some of the major prob¬ 
lems considered during the development of education were: lack of school 
buildings, lack of qualified teachers, lack of equipment and lack of an 
enriched program. 
Factors that have influenced the origin and growth of Negro education 
are: legislative enactment by the various states; the Julius Rosenwald 
Fund, Peabody Fund, and the Anna T. Jeanes Fund. The Negro's eagerness 
to help develop the educational system has also been an important factor. 
The enrollment has been on the increase; the increase in school 
enrollment is the product of many factors, namely; births, internal migra¬ 
tion, World War II, changes in population and income. 
The academic training of teachers in the public schools has improved 
91 
steadily through the years. 
The various factors of the socio-economic background and status of 
teachers appears to have a very definite impact upon the quality of 
service rendered by them, although these factors have not been statisti¬ 
cally proved for their separate significances. 
Gray stated that schools have come to recognize that their major 
purpose is not the teaching of subject matter alone, but the development 
of the individual from the mental, physical, social and emotional points- 
of-view. 
Bond stated that the Negro teacher is the center of the problem of 
giving an education to Negro children. 
Carter, in speaking of the progress of Negro education, stated that 
education has made slow but steady progress in all the Southern states. 
Bent and Kroenberg assert that in any school system the training 
of teacher personnel is very important. 
Caliver, in his implications of educational advancement stated,that 
the sources of supply of Negro graduates and professional students are 
growing at an accelerating rate. 
SUMMARY OF BASIC FINDINGS 
Introductory Statement.—The events which occured during the period 
of this study shew the successive gradations of the advancements in the 
schools of Early County, Georgia. 
While the events which make up this history are natural outgrowths 
of human interests and desires, they are not altogether unlike those 
found in similar situations elsewhere. Changing local, state, national 
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and international situations will undoubtedly effect these human interests 
and desires# 
As alert citizens participating in community activities, it is impor*. 
tant that they have a knowledge of the development of their schools. If 
such groups will keep as their highest aim to make their programs so as 
to enable children to realize their highest potentialities and wholesome 
living, a study of that development would reflect the procedures, prac¬ 
tices, and ideals and would reveal the weaknesses and strengths and accom¬ 
plishments of the group; and thereby serve as a basis for stimulating 
future courses of action. 
Accordingly, there was no organized record of the development of 
education for Negroes in Early County, Georgia during the period of 
1937-1957, so the writer was motivated to make this study of the 
Development of Negro Education in Early County, Georgia, with the hope 
that work toward this program in this area will be a continuing 
challenge towards aspects of developing a better educational program, 
in Early County, Georgia. 
Historical Background 
Early education for Negroes in Early County, Georgia was found to 
be a gradual and slow process with many handicaps. Some of the major 
problems found were: lack of school buildings, lack of qualified teachers 
and lack of an enriched program. The schools had their beginnings in 
churches. It was found that the Negro school plants were improved and 
consolidated from 39 meagre buildings to three modern plants during the 
period of this study. The length of school term was extended from 100 
actual teaching days to 180 teaching days. 
School Organization 
There were thirty-nine schools that comprised the Negro Public 
Schools in Early County, Georgia at the beginning of this period,1937. 
There was a continuous consolidation program from year to year. During 
the school year 1950-1951, consolidation reduced the number of schools 
to fourteen. During 1951-1952 the consolidation program reduced the 
previous fourteen schools to six schools. From the 1953-1954 school year 
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the schools have been organized under the consolidated program with three 
modern schools namely: Carver Elementary School, Kestler Elementary and 
Washington Elementary and High School. 
Carver is an elementary school with grades one through eight. Kestler 
is an elementary school, but high school pupils are still being taught 
in this building. The high school department is not approved by the 
state. The grades taught are one through twelve. Washington is a com¬ 
bination elementary and high school; grades taught are one through twelve. 
Negro Population in Early County 
The data show that there was a slight increase in the Negro population 
during the years 1940-1950. This increase was due to migration from 
different sections of the state. The Negro population ranged from a low 
of 9614 in the year 1940 to a high of 9931 in the year 1950. 
Resident Births for Early County, Georgia 
There has been an increase in the birth rate for Early County, 
Georgia for the period of 1937-1957. Resident births ranged from a low 
of 241 in 1940 to a high of 375 in 1948. 
Enrollment and Attendance 
The number of pupils enrolled in the elementary and high schools 
increased during this period. The per cent of attendance was low in 
comparison to the enrollment during the period studied. 
^he lowest range in enrollment was 2346, the highest 3,400. 
The average daily attendance ranged from a low of 10 to a high of 
2329. 
The per cent of attendance ranged from a low of 51 to a high of 97. 
Curriculum Offerings 
During the period of 1937-1946 the curriculun offerings were limited 
to:Reading, writing, spelling, health and geography in the elementary 
grades. The curriculum offerings for the high school were; English, 
history, geometry, general science, home economics and vocational 
agriculture. 
The 1947-1957 period brought a richer and improved curriculum offering 
and extra-curricular activities were included. 
Socio-Economic Factors Influencing 
Enrollment and Attendance 
The socio-economic factors which influenced enrollment and attend¬ 
ance were: poor economic conditions, bad weather, poor transportation 
facilities and non-enforcement of the Compulsory Attendance Laws. 
Transportation 
Transportation has been a major problem in the Early County School 
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system, especially during the early period of this study. The number 
of buses increased from three buses in 1942, to twenty-one modern buses as 
of 1959* with regular scheduled runs. 
Educational Status of Teachers 
The teacher personnel increased in number in the Negro Schools of 
Early County, Georgia over a period of years. 
The certification of teachers was low at the beginning of this 
period, however, at the end of the period of study, the certification 
had improved to a point where of the 73 teachers employed, only five had 
less than four years of college training. 
Salaries of Negro teachers of Early County, Georgia were increased 
during the period 1937-1957 from a low of $112.50 per school term at the 
beginning of this period (1937) to a high of $6,000 at the end of this 
period (1956-1957), 
The Jeanes teacher was a key person in helping to pave the way for 
better education in Early County, Georgia. 
Lay Interest and Participation 
The lay personnel displayed a great and remarkable degree of interest 
toward fostering the advancement of Negro education in Early County, 
Georgia through the years, 1937-1957, 
Pioneers in Educational Advancement 
During the period 1937-1957, several interested persons helped to 
advance the development of education in the Early County,Georgia schools: 
among the outstanding people who contributed to this program are the late 
Mr. Jacob Holmes Sr., Mr. Joshua Brown, Mr. Joseph Powell, the late Mr. Tom 
Lyes, and Mr. S.W. biggins. 
The Parent-Teacher Association 
The Parent-Teacher Association raised fluids to help with the 
following projects: (a) to give scholarships to senior students with 
the highest average for a four year period, (b) to supplement the band 
teacher’s salary, and (c) to buy stage curtains euid band instruments. 
Youth Organizations 
The youth organizations have done a great deal in helping young 
people of the community to develop a greater respect for the educational 
development of the community. 
Status of the Graduates 
There were four hundred graduates during the period of 1937-1957. 
Of this number there were 86 teachers, 26 of whom are employed in the 
Early County Public Schools. Others are employed in such occupational 
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endeavors as farming, beauty culture, nursing, painting and construction 
work* 
Conelus ionsAs a result of this study the following conclusions 
seem justifiable* 
1* There has been an increase in the number of pupils enrolled in 
the Early County Schools since 1937* 
2. The characteristics of school plants and facilities have improved, 
to the extent where at the beginning of this period (1937) there 
were 39 schools, and at the end of it (1957) there were three 
modern schools* 
3. The length of the school term has increased to a term of nine 
months for Negro schools in Early County, Georgia* 
4. The enrollment showed an increase, however, the average daily 
attendance showed some variation and the per cent of attendance 
was low in comparison with the enrollment. 
5. Certification of Negro teachers in Early County, Georgia has 
improved, but there isgreat need for continuous professional growth 
in specialized areas. 
6* The program of consolidation increased the size of schools and 
decreased the number of schools in Early County. 
7* In addition to the permanent improvements made by Negro patrons, 
they have supplied their school with necessities both material 
and monetary* 
8* Some of the outstanding progress made during the period of this 
study was made possible and given life and meaning to by the 
Jeanes teacher, the late Miss Bessie Scott; her early performance 
laid the foundation for some of the outstanding educational 
projects in Early County, Georgia* 
Implications*—In the analysis and interpretation of the data pre¬ 
sented in this study, some significant implications on school plants and 
facilities, attendance, teacher certification, and lay interest and parti¬ 
cipation of the Early County, Georgia schools are as follows: 
1. It is apparent that the teachers have improved their certi¬ 
fication by raising their educational qualifications* 
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2* It is apparent that a considerable degree of progress has been 
made in improvement of the school plants and facilities. 
3. It is apparent that the socio-economic factors have affected 
and influenced average daily attendance. 
4. It is apparent that the transportation system needs revising, 
even though progress has been made in this area. 
5. It is apparent that there is a need for teachers in more 
specialized areas. 
Recommendations.—In the light of the findings in this study these 
recommendations are made as a possible solution to problems in Early 
County, Georgia* It is recommended that: 
1. The Negro teachers in Early County, Georgia continue to grow 
professionally. 
2. Parents and teachers try to solve the problem of average 
daily attendance. 
3. Salaries of Negro teachers be increased. 
4. Over crowded buses be rerouted in order to relieve the over¬ 
crowded situation. 
5. The three Negro schools use well trained and certified teachers. 
6. The program initiated by several systems for the employment of a 
Negro visiting teacher be expanded. 
7* Programs be set up to meet the requirements of the Georgia 
Accrediting Commission for Elementary Departments and the 
Southern Association for the high school Department. 
8. A program of better School-Parent Relationship be fostered by: 
a) Visits by teachers to homes of the students 
b) Getting parents to visit schools for better parent- 
teacher relationship 
c) Cooperation with community agencies 
The writer further recommends that work toward the development of 
Negro Education in Early County, Georgia will be a continuing challenge 
to pupils, teachers and lay people requiring all the ability and training 
they can bring to this task. 
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